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Caring For Your Temple founder, Nutritionist and Minister Ayakao Watkins
By: BLANCHE L. GANEY
Editor

T. PETERSBURG - “Caring For
Your Temple” is a partnership
between a nutrition consultant and
some of Piriellas County’s largest churches,
in the African American community. This
faith based practice, dedicated to health
and wellness, is founded and owned by
Ayakao Watkins and her husband Pastpr
Michael R. Watkins. They believe it is no
longer good enough to just sing and shout
about the Lord, but it is now time for
God’s people to take care of the Lord’s
house j their bodies .

S

It is a fact that many in the African
American
community,
particularly
women, are-disproportionately represented in
the areas of obesity, diabetes, hypertension
and heart disease. Obesity, which is often
associated with diabetes, hypertension,
heart disease and a host of other health
issues, can be addressed with lifestyle
changes such as proper diet and, exercise.
Many of these wonderful women are
God-fearing, church going sisters who
may or may not know proper nutrition.
“It troubles me to see the illness and
disease in our community,” said Ayakao,
“especially when Iknow much of it is
attributed to the things we eat and

lack of exercise.”
The concern for the community started
many years ago for Watkins when she was
one of the founders of the Center for
Health Equity in Gadsden County. The
purpose of the Florida State College of
Medicine research center was to find
ways to make sure African American people
in Gadsden County, especially mothers
and babies, were as healthy as other races.
The mortality rate for white babies in
Gadsden County was 1.5 per 1,000 and
for African American babies, 9.5 per
1,000. “Some of those precious babies
died because their mothers were not
educated or had no transportation to get

them to the clinic for care,” said Watkins.
Ayakao Watkins has a master’s degree
in Public Administration and a bachelor’s
degree in Sociology from Spelman
College in Atlanta, Georgia. She is proud
of her education, but the life accomplishment
that brings the most joy, other than the
birth of her wonderful son Emmanuel, is
establishing a personal relationship with
Christ. “In 1986 I began a personal
relationship with Christ,” said Watkins
who is also an ordained minister. “Even

Ayakao

here' is an old joke in the black
community “As long as a person
doesn’t buy life insurance or make
out a will he or she will never die.” The
sad thing is, many African Americans live
their lives as if they believe this parody to
be true, failing to plan for the inevitable.
Loved ones pass away and family
members are left scrambling to pay for a
burial.
Lisa Speights, Funeral Director, and
owner of Morning Glory Funeral Home
St. Petersburg, deals with these types of
issues everyday. “So many black people
owri debit insurance policies that require
weekly or monthly payments forever
without any increase in the initial
investment leaving the owner with a mere
one thousand dollars after years of faithful
payments,” said Speights. “Unfortunately
one thousand dollars is not enough to

E

Morning Glory staff (Front) Paquita Rose, owner Lisa Speights, and Charlotte
McKinney, (Rear) Rev. Corey Jones and Elder Roger Stroman

cover burial expenses and the bigger
tragedy is the monies that were invested ih
the debit policy could have been making
money allowing for the payment of the

funeral and monies for the heirs.”
: Speights said some of her goals are to
help educate the community about
financial preparedness, not only for death,

Story on Page 6
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His Fight is Based
On His Faith

Morning Glory Funeral Chapel Becoming A Part Of The
Community
BY: BLANCHE L. GANEY
Editor

Remembered Streets,
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but for life; facilitate an annual college
fair; to host and facilitate community
meetings and seminars on subjects such as
organ donation, Medicare, estate planning,
investing and life insurance; and to
provide mentoring programs for those in
the community who wish to pursue funeral
service as a career.
Morning Glory Funeral Chapel of St.
Petersburg is the only 100% female AfricanAmerican owned funeral home in the Tampa
Bay area. Its service to the community is
Christian-based and built on a love of all races,
nationalities and creeds. The goal is to provide
personalized funeral services at affordable
prices, to provide upfront pricing, in order to
alleviate some of the anxiety associated with
not knowing the costs df funeral services, and
to serve all in the community, regardless of
means, in order to help families
celebrate the life of their loved one, because
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MIDTOWN NEWS
"Off Da Hook" Is Back Up And Running

Progressive Exhibit & Opening Night
Saturday, May 20
4 to 8 p.m.
Along St. Petersburg's historic 22nd St. S.
corridor between 5th Ave. and 11th Ave.

“Off Da Hook” owner William Gaye

By: JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON
Challenger Correspondent

“I wanted to show them they couldn’t break me
down” said William Gaye, owner of the clothing store,
“Off Da Hook”, located in the Maximo Mall on 34th
Street South that fell prey to looting during the racial
disturbances in May 2004. He has since proudly rebuilt
his store into the viable business it was before.
“My cousin called me the night of the disturbance
and said, ‘About 50-100 looters got everything’. I went
down there and couldn’t even get out of my car. I was
that hurt and wanted to take my pain out on some
body,” said Gaye. Gaye thinks the looting of his store
was not racially motivated. “I’m Black and I‘m here
and the oriental stores barely got touched. They hit my
store because I carry an expensive and popular cloth
ing line. At the time a lot of local stores didn’t carry the
same brands like Phat Farm, Roc A Wear, Academics,
Sean Jean, and LRG.” He estimates his losses were
approximately $15,000 in merchandise.
Ironically, it was the death of his brother, Eric
Gaye that gave him drive, determination and an
indomitable spirit. “My brother, Eric,,was killed and it
changed my outlook on life and the things I wanted. I
had never before put-energy into trying to be a business
owner.” His first business was “Last Realm Entertain
ment, a business that specialized in concert promotion,
artist development, videography, and photography. But
with a wife and two children, Gaye said he needed
something more stable than the unpredictable enter
tainment industry.

Rosalie Peck
&
Jon Wilson’s

The entrepreneurial spirit was still alive and well,
so Gaye decided to give the clothing business a try. “I
like clothes , he said. “I’m willing to try things if I‘feel
I can do it.” Gaye said he has a niche for picking out
clothes because he keeps up with fashion trends. He
has been at Maximo Mall since November 2000 and
his business is thriving.
After the looting however, the seeds of doubt were
planted in his mind. He said he often asked, “Why
me?” He had to relearn to trust people. “I love my
community. We all have our faults, I’m not judgmen
tal. I want to take care of the clothing needs. I want to
be here,” he said.
So the rebuilding began. He could not get any
institutional financial backing, but credits his in-laws
for believing in him and providing some assistance.
His suppliers, whom he had dealt with for years gave
him help also, in the form of better discount rates and
even provided some extra merchandise at no charge.
He speaks incredulously of receiving two small anony
mous checks; one from Tampa and one from Pinellas
Park.
William Gaye is a) proud African-American man
filled with fortitude and purpose. He has recently taken
the next step in his entrepreneurial plan by purchasing
a second home. He and his family will move into the
new home and the former residence will be sold to re
invest in more property. “It can happen. You can be
successful at whatever you do. It just takes time and
patience; I believe in God. He played a big part in
rebuilding my faith and courage,” he said.

Enjoy photographs on display at three
22nd St. S. venues
• « • * •
Featuring live entertainment and
food vendors at each site:
Royal Theater, 1011 22nd St. S.:
MAN Island Kitchen offering jerk chicken,
peas & rice, cabbage and Johnnie cake
* Jazz with Blended Winds
Woodson Museum, 2240 Ninth Ave. S.:
island Flavor & Tings serving conch fritters, tropical
salad, mango bread, coconut bread • Steel drum
sounds with the George Escaieiie Band
St. Petersburg Clay Company, 420 22nd St. S.:

901 16th Street South, Suite A St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Uncle Pea's seafood gumbo, rice and cornbread
• Rhythm & Blues by Johnny Robinson group
• # » ♦■ •

Reader’s Choice Book

Photos remain on exhibit for six weeks at all three sites,
from May 20 te June 30
• • • « 'Ai-

store will host a book
for

Free admission • Free trolley service • Awards
presentation, 6:30 to 7 p.m. at Royal Theater
• • • • •
•

Midtown Medical Scrubs

Book Signing

signing

Help us celebrate Midtown in pictures!

Rosalie

Peck and Jon Wilson

More info: www.theartscenter.org/feetonthestreet.htm

for their book “St.

Progress Energy

Petersburg’s Historic
22nd Street South,”
BOVS fit GIRLS CLUBS

Saturday May 27th,

center

SS ClearChannel

2006 from 2 pm 5pm.

For

More

Ones

information call Tan
ww stfi®to

gela Murph at (727)
867-3696

Scrub sets start at $ 18.00

j

(reg. sizes)

•
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The Mystery Of Sickle Cell Disease
Partlll
signs of sickle cell disease, because
they still have enough fetal blood to
protect them against the effects of
sickle hemoglobin. The earliest
complication observed clinically is
dactylitis (hand- and- foot syn
drome) painful swelling of the
hands and feet which starts less
than a year of age.

"Blended Winds: A Breath of Fresh Air"

Mary Murph

Signs and Symptoms
of Sickle Cell
Disease
Another mystery of sickle cell
disease is that even fhe severity of
the symptoms and frequency of this
disease may vary from person to
person. Sickle cell anemia' also
mimics many other illnesses.
A newborn does not show any

Children with sickle cell ane
mia may have pain from clogged
blood vessels with sickle cells that
may occur at any time and in any
part of the body. The pain may last
for a few hours or as long as a week
or two. The pain may be so mild
that an individual may be treated at
home, depending on the severity of
the pain episode. But when the
pain is severe and does not respond
to pain medication, it is advised that
you contact your health care
provider.
The hallmark feature of sickle
cell anemia is pain. Certain stresses
to the body can trigger a pain
episode. Extreme heat or cold, poor
diet, not enough liquids and lack of
sleep all cause stress to the body.
Symptoms may include tiredness,
lack of energy, paleness of finger
nails, toenails, gums and eyelids;

poor appetite, infections, particular
ly pneumonia, delay in develop
ment of adolescent changes, priaprism, leg ulcers, jaundice eyes,
dark urine, headache, abdominal
pains , gallbladder, bone and joint
pains.
However, persons with sickle
cell disease are usually highly moti
vated, and can perform as well as
any other individual when placed in
positions compatible with their
health status, skill and training.
These individuals should be given
an opportunity to live their life
unhampered by this disease. They
can lead a full and satisfying life.
Children can grow up, go to col
lege, and have a successful career.
We will continue this series
with more information on sickle
cell disease treatment, manage
ment, research^ national and local
programs.
Free Sickle Cell Educational Pre
sentations are available for groups
or organizations by calling (727)
896-2355. The sickle ceil office is
located at Johnnie Ruth Clarke
health center at the Historic Mercy
Hospital Campus 1344- 22nd Street
South, St. Petersburg

Teaching With Sickle Cell Anemia
The Tampa Bay area is truly fortunate to
be the home of a dynamic duo known in the jazz
community as “Blended Winds”. This unusual
. pair makes up an outstanding musical partnership
and in just a matter of several months has become
“conversation fodder” at weddings, private par
ties, community events and more. If you haven’t
heard of them, you’re probably now asking.. .who

are they. So, allow me to shed some light on
“Blended Winds” and the two musicians who
compose this extraordinary partnership.
Blended Winds is a musical duo com
prised of two well-trained musicians. By name,
they are Charles ‘Carlito’ Richardson and David
Whispell. Together they play an enjoyable mix of
Standard, Jazz, Popular, Latin, Salsa and other
contemporary styles of music (including Dix
ieland). Both musicians are seasoned multi
instrumentalists, who play alto, tenor, and bari
tone saxophones, as well as clarinet. Adding to
David’s instrument competency, he also plays
soprano saxophone, while Carlito’s proficiency
also includes the flute, piccolo, bass clarinet and
Yamaha WX11 electronic sax.
These two very talented musicians come
frpm a varied and different background. Howev
er, they both received an education in music.
While in school, Whispell earned the Conductor’s
Award and participated in the All County Band.
Later, he became a member of the All County
Stage Band and attended the Florida Summer
Music Camp at Weber College. Subsequently, he
started a jazz quartet and performed at a State
Democratic Convention. During a stint in the
U.S. Navy, Whispell received a Letter of Com
mendation for starting a jazz band.
As for Carlito, he began his professional
music career in 1971. He performed with the
Black Music Workshop and the Jay McShann
Orchestra in Chicago; Illinois. Enrolling in the
Music Education Department at Chicago State
University on a talent scholarship in Music Theo
ry, Carlito graduated ‘Cum Laude’ in 1981 and
received a degree in Music Education. His career
took off and he found himself performing with a
multitude of different bands, which included man
aging two Salsa bands and forming the ‘Carlito
Latin Jazz Ensemble’.
After leaving Chicago for Las Vegas, where
he taught music and played in various gigs, around
town for a few years, Carlito later relocated to St.
Petersburg in 2002. It was not long after relocat
ing that a local musician introduced Whispell and
Carlito. Learning that they both were multiinstrumentalists, it was only natural that a bond
began to form after only a few meetings. They
agreed to rehearse together at Whispell family
auto repair business, at first merely to improve
upon their playing. Using high quality back
ground recordings as their rhythm section, they
were getting very good studio-quality, live-like

presence sound with the variety of instruments
that they played. So, they decided to get together
and form a musical group.
The name of “Blended Winds” came about
after Whispell’s father commented one day during
rehearsal that “When you guys play together, you
get such a good blend”. So, they decided to name
themselves “Blended Winds”. Rehearsal began to
be on a serious level consisting of a minimum of
four days each week, three to four hours each day.
Because of their extensive backgrounds in music,
they were able to start performing in public with
in a period of six months. Over a period of
approximately one year, they’ve been able to put
together a repertoire of more than 200 songs, cov
ering a wide range of music, such as Dixieland,
Jazz, Blues, Ballads,Brazilian and Latin.
Carlito says, “The variety of music that
“Blended Winds” performs opens the door to any
type of venue or musical requirement. We’re able
to handle any musical situation that is presented to
us, no matter what it might be...ethnically, Jazz,
Blues, Dixieland, etc., in nightclubs, private par
ties, weddings or whatever”. During the last sev
eral months, they’ve been performing at functions
for the City of St. Petersburg, at the Royal
Theater, the opening of the Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum, Saturday Farmers’
Market, private parties, and have volunteered
their unique talents for many community events.
They feel as musicians, they want to be a part of
the community they live in, sharing their music
with the people they live and work with on a daily
basis.
“Blended Winds is not into any type of ‘ego
trip’, we want to be a part of the community, and
since we’re musicians, we want to'share our
music with everyone that lives in the community.
That’s basically our philosophy,” said Carlito.
Jazz fans, 1 would say “that’s great phi
losophy... giving back to the community”. My
hat is off to Blended Winds for the quality of work
they produce and their community involvement.
If you haven’t heard them perform, then you’re in
for a real treat. We, as a community, could use
more community minded businesses. They are
truly “A Breath of Fresh Air”. Remember,
“Blended Winds” is available for hire,for any type
of function at any type of venue, be it a private
party, large civic event, or nightclub, social club,
on the beach or in the park. For additional infor
mation, you can call Carlito: (727) 867-8843 or
David: (727) 821-6400. “Let’s Keep Jazz Alive”.

By: SHIRLEY SCOTT
Challenger Correspondent

ST. PETERSBURG -Sickle cell
anemj^ effects, about 72,000 people
in the United States alone. Zellener
Smith Johnson is one of them.
According to the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute, an adult
with sickle cell anemia, after com
pleting his or her education, “should
not seek jobs that require strenuous
work, long work hours, or exposure
to extreme temperatures”. In many
cases, teaching has taken its toll on
the strongest and healthiest of
teachers, yet Ms. Johnson, an edu
cator with Sickle Cell Anemia, has
worked through her conditions with
determination and passion.
Ms. Johnson began her teaching
career in 1972 where she taught pre
school fqr Happy Workers Day
Care. She expanded her teaching
field into the public school setting
to teach first through third grades.
She worked tirelessly in each school
in which she served while living
with Sickle Cell Anemia. For many
school years she had perfect atten
dance and did not suffer any crisis
or setbacks during school days.
Schools in which she taught hon
ored and awarded her with small
tokens for her dedication on report
ing to work every school-day.
“Nothing has been more rewarding
than to have taught children,” said
Johnson.
Later this month, Johnson, 58,

Zellener Johnson and Rodderick Sapp in an ESP session
and a mother of twins - Charita and
Kevin, 29, will retire from the
Pinellas County School system and
leave her educational duties of
which she has served for nearly 34.
years. She finished the school year
and culminated her educational
career by leading the Early Success
Program (ESP) at Bear Creek Ele
mentary School for the past 8 years.
Ms. Johnson worked one-onone with fftst grade students to
guide them through reading strate
gies. This was in hopes of strength
ening reading foundations and mak
ing them more proficient readers
before they enter second grade.
Ms. Johnson remembers a
teaching success from the school
year of 1997-1998. “My principal

Jazz fans - do you have any feedback? I
would like to hearfrom YOU! Mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c!o The Weekly Chal
lenger, 2500 ML King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.

Zellener Smith Johnson

told me that my third grade students
had the highest test scores in all of
third grade. I felt proud of my stu
dents and successful in my teaching
practices.” Ms. Johnson has taught
over the years with love, patience,
kindness, and Understanding. She
stated that she prayed everyday
before entering her classroom and
that helped her be more effective.
Ms. Johnson shared a few words
of wisdom to aspiring teachers and
parents of today. For the teachers
she emphasized the importance of
being patient with students and
learning more about them and their
capabilities. She also insisted that
teachers work at a pace wherein the
students can keep up and make
progress. Her advice to parents and
guardians is to take time to be
involved in their children’s educa
tion. “Talk with the teachers, partic
ipate in conferences, PTA meetings,
attend Open House and chaperone
field trips if possible; do everything
in your power to keep the lines of
communication open between you
and the school, to show that you
eare about your child’s education
and developmertt,” she said.
Taking into consideration that
she has limitations, Ms. Johnson
admonishes anyone battling Sickle
Cell Anemia to live a full whole
some life. After retiring, she plans
to take it easy, do some traveling,
spend some quality time with her
grandson, Zachary, and do whatever
else that pleases her.
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Bonds, Ruth and Aaron - Race
and Image Collide
Controversial and racism. Bonds is right and wrong’.
San Francisco Giants There are probably a slew of fans and
, slugger Barry Bonds sportswriters that hate the idea of a big,
once boasted that rich, famous,, surly, blunt talking black
he’d take great superstar that routinely thumbs his nose at
relish in passing the the media getting such prominent play.
legendary one time
It’s no stretch to see a double standard
king of swat Babe. in the hits against Bonds. Outspoken
Earl Ofari
Ruth on the all time blacks, especially black superstars, and
Hutchinson
home run list, but especially those that engage in bad boy
had qualms about behavior are often slammed harder than
supplanting Hank Aaron as the all time white superstars that are outspoken and
home run king. Bonds was roundly engage in bad behavior.
But Bonds also has gotten much
denounced for playing the race card since
Ruth is white and Aaron is black. There’s backing from black and white players,
great irony in that criticism. Bonds certainly and many sportswriters, and fans. They
won’t suffer the fate of Aaron. Twenty-two laud his accomplishments, and despite
years ago many fans, sportswriters and being dogged by the doping allegations,
some players flipped the race card at think that he’s been more of an asset than
Aaron. They gagged at the thought that a a liability in a sport that has lagged at the
black man’ could break the hallowed gate, and needs any draw, even a contro
record of baseball’s greatest white icon. versial one, that it can get,
Bonds is no innocent when it come to
Aaron received mountains of hate mail,
vicious taunts, and threats to his family. his image and attitude. All high profile
He was surrounded by a squad of securi public figures and celebrities are under an
ty guards at ballparks, and armed guards intense public microscope. But much of
off the field. Aaron was gracious, and that hate mail, unlike the hate mail that
dignified during the ordeal, and repeatedly Aaron got, has less to do with bumping
Ruth from his home run perch, than the
praised Ruth’s accomplishments.
Aaron, however, didn’t flinch when belief that Bonds has tainted the sport.
it came to speaking his mind about And even then nearly half the fans in a
discrimination in baseball. He chided baseball ^recent USA Today/CNN poll said his
owners for the lack of opportunities for records should not be taken away if he’s
blacks in coaching and front office spots. found guilty of taking steroids.
The ultimate irony is that if Bonds
Bonds instead mostly complains about
discrimination against him, and has roped somehow manages to stave off more
injuries and father time and to threaten
some blacks into doing the same.
That’s glaringly apparent in the Aaron’s record, the fans and sportswriters
debate over his pursuit of Ruth’s spot on will turn the heat up even higher. The
the home run list. Many black defenders blame for that won't be on race, or even
resurrect the same racial scenario for Bonds alleged drug use, although that will
Bonds as Aaron. They see white fans and be the focal point for the public shots at
sportswriters doing everything they can to him, it will be Bond's image and attitude.
stop another black man from passing Ruth. The rap will be that a guy with a lousy
But when Bonds sprints past Ruth, image and bad attitude is not worthy to
the talk won’t be that a black man Had the • wear the mantle of king of swat.
temerity to pass a mythical white hero,
That’s nonsensical. Baseball is a
but that the black man that did it cheated sport where some of its top stars, even
to accomplish that feat. The cheating that legends, have acted boorish, insolent,
Bonds is alleged to have done is the well arrogant, and committed bad, even criminal
worked over accusation that he stuffed acts. The best example of that is Ruth. He
himself and lathered on his- skin a store was a notorious carouser, got into fights,
house of drugs and steroids. The charge at was a moneygrubber, tried to punch an
this point is still just that, a charge. In the umpire, and was suspended for nine
past three years, Bonds has tested clean, games. But in sport image is everything,
the investigation by baseball commissioner and Bonds is as much a victim of his
Bud Selig is ongoing, and no criminal image as Aaron was of his color. And
charges have been filed against him. that’s the difference between Bonds and
Bonds chalks the accusations up to envy Aaron.

Nation of Fear
There,’s little
comfort in the latest
polls on the revela
tion that the National
Security Agency, on
orders from George
W. Bush, is compiling
a permanent record
Eugene
of Americans’
Robinson
telephone calls.
True, the new surveys by Newsweek and
USA Today-Gallup are more encouraging
than the Post-ABC News poll last week in
which 63 percent said sure, no problem, go
ahead and rummage through my life. But
even the new polls say that four out of
every 10 citizens are ready to surrender
privacy and due process without so much
as a whimper of protest. That is just stun
ning. What the hell is going on?
After all, this is a nation that lias
always balked at the idea of any kind of
national identification card, which other
countries don't mind at all. This is a nation
that refuses to require meaningful controls
on firearms, accepting more than 30,000
deaths a year as the price we have to pay
for privacy and freedom. You'd think news
that the government is keeping track of all
of our phone conversations would spark
thundering outrage from sea to shining
sea.
But it hasn’t, and I think the reason is
that the normally sunny, optimistic American
mood has been adulterated by alien emotions
that we don’t handle very well - fear,
insecurity, resentment. It’s as if the whole
nation needs to be on Xanax. Or already is.
In the past I’ve noted how Bush
regularly stokes and exploits our fears to
get Americans to accept the previously
unacceptable - not just intrusive domestic
surveillance but also secret CIA prisons,
abandonment of due process for terrorism
suspects and mistreatment of detainees
that international accords describe as
torture. The most tragic example, of
course, is how he planted and fertilized the
idea that the war in Iraq had something to
do with Sept. 11, which it did not.' But
while Bush takes every advantage of this
sour and apprehensive mood, he didn’t
conjure it out of thin air. And sometimes it
spins out of his control - as evidenced by
the immigration debate, in which he is
having to scramble to keep the House
Republican leadership, running scared in
an election year, from insisting on a
program of mass deportation that Would
resemble a latter-day Trail of Tears. The

acceptance of domestic electronic surveil
lance and the fear of an influx of undocu
mented immigrants seem like disparate
issues, but I believe they have the same
origin - a kind of generalized anxiety that
stems in part from the Sept. 11 attacks but
that has other components as well.
If a psychiatrist were to put the nation
on the couch, the shrink’s notes would,
read something like this: “Patient feels
vulnerable to attack; cannot remember
having experienced similar feeling before.
Patient; accustomed to being in control;
now feels buffeted by outside forces
beyond grasp. Patient believes livelihood
and prosperity being usurped by others
(repeatedly mentions China). Patient seeks
scapegoats for personal failings (immigrants,
Muslims, civil libertarians). Patient is by
far most powerful nation in world, yet
feels powerless. Patient is full of unfocused
anger.”
It’s shameful to watch Bush and His
minions take advantage of these acute
symptoms. And if the immigration issue
didn’t threaten to disrupt so many people’s
lives, it would be ariiusing to witness
Bush’s attempts to calm the irrational fears
he has so often encouraged. It’s at least
somewhat comforting, in a way, to know
that with the president’s approval ratings
so low and Congress in a state of dysfunction,
we may be entering a phase of one-party
gridlock in which nothing much gets done
- which means there’s a chance that things
might not get much worse. But it’s unnerving
to see the country so unnerved. I intend to
return to this theme of anxiety from tiftie to
time; I don't fully understand it, but I think
it’s important. Diagnosis is the first step
toward treatment.
Meanwhile, our phone calls are being
logged in an unimaginably vast database
that contains trillions of entries. I’m
reminded of “The Library of Babel,”, a
short story by the Argentine writer Jorge
Luis Borges, describing a library whose
shelves hold every possible book. Some
where, there is a book containing ultimate
truth, but humankind is driven mad in a
vain attempt to find it. Borges wrote:
“Perhaps my old age and fearfulness
deceive me, but I suspect that the human
species - the unique species - is about to
be extinguished, but the Library will
endure: illuminated, solitary, infinite,
perfectly motionless, equipped with pre
cious volumes, useless, incorruptible,
secret.”

Casual Sex and Casual Fathering Do Not A Real Man Make
A man I know
dropped a bombshell
on a circle of colleagues
and acquaintances
the other day by
asking about pater
nity leave policy.
“Why do you want
Deborah Mathis
to know about
that?” I asked.“I
had a daughter two weeks ago,” he
answered, stunning us all.None of us
had had even an inkling about the man’s
personal life, to say nothing of his
impending fatherhood.
After a round of hearty congratula
tions and questions about the child and
tier mother, I ventured a daring question:
“Are you going to get married?”He did
not hesitate. “Hell no!” he said. “She’s
not my type.’’“Well, she was your type at

least once though, huh?” I said, sassily.
“Well, you.know,” he said, “a brother’s
got to do what a brother’s got to do,”
At that pathetic remark, I decided to
butt out of the guy’s business, given that
he was not a close friend or relative and,
most of all, had not asked my opinion.
“Well, congratulations again, Daddy,” I
said, recovering. “What a surprise.”
“What, were you questioning my
skills?” he responded, raising one brow
devilishly.
The comment turned my stomach
anew, but I somehow managed to bow
out of the room without retort. His
words kept ringing in my head, howev
er. Questioning my skills? Sheesh. That
would have been disgusting enough had
it come from a teenaged father with a
warped sense of, and feeble grasp on, his
manhood.

But this man is in his mid-30s.
There’s simply no excuse to (a) not prac
tice safe sex; (b) speak badly of his
child’s mother; and (c) to think he
proved anything by impregnating a
woman who, in the end, he didn’t really
care for. Had I carried on, I would have
told him this: “Pardon my bluntness, but
for the record: Manhood is not measured
by the ability to accidentally make a
baby. Furthermore, ejaculation is not a
‘skill.’ If there was a skill involved in
that, it was. probably hers. Sorry, but a
sister’s got to do what a sister’s got to
do.”
In the weeks that have followed that
exchange, the man has shown signs of
being a fairly attentive father, albeit a
non-custodial one. He accompanied
mother and child to a pediatric check-up.
He has babysat when the mother needed

to be away for something. He sees the
child regularly and helps provide for her.
That is not the same as coming
home every night and being there when
she’s squealing with croup or diaper rash
or one of those inevitable ear infections,
but it beats being a hit-and-run lover
who passes on his DNA and then
becomes a stranger to the baby with his
nose or his hairline or his eyes or his
smile.
Perhaps it was only shuck and jive
that led my friend to say such crude
things regarding his newfound state. If
so, he was only mouthing the words that
too many men seem to live by.
Their pride is in reproducing alone, not
in the nearness and nurture that are sup
posed to go with it.

The best way to succeed in life is to act on the advice we give to others.

-Author Unknown
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Art Is In The Eye Of The Creator

Readers Choice
Book Review
Tangela Murph, Owner
Readers Choice Bookstore

THE COVENANT
By Tavis Smiley

Art work by Omar Thompson "We Were Never Boys"

By: NIKKIA G. GANEY
Special to the Challenger

The eclectic expres
sions and use of every day
items set Omar Thompson
apart from other artists in
his genre. With his use of
discarded items, he cre
ates images that not only
are pleasing to the eye, but
are thought provoking.
Bom in Miami, Flori
da, Thompson holds a BA
degree in Art Education
from Florida A&M Univer
sity as well as a MFA from
The Ohio State University
in Columbus. He has
taught at the college level
for Hampton University,
The New World School of
Art in Miami, Florida and

The Marist School in
Atlanta Georgia. He is a
professor of African
American art and ceram
ics at Florida A and M
University, but is looking
into new avenues to con
tinue his art. Along with
his teaching career he
owns and operates an art
studio located in railroad
square in Tallahassee, Fl.
Omar Thompson
actively works on private
and public commissions.
His most famous piece,
Shoe Shine for Mr. Char
lie, won best of show at
the Mobile Museum of
Art. The piece, created
from wood, shoes, and
photo images, represents
the reality of the era when

many blacks had menial
jobs, and were caught in
the shuffle of no names
and degradation. The piece
is from the “America’s
Backyard” collection.
“With my body of
work, I examine racial
relationships and the con
sequences of slavery in
the United States,” said
Thompson. The collec
tion reflects hardships
encountered in the fight to
become part of an exclu
sive society in America.
Other pieces, such as We
Were Never Boys and We
Don’t Serve Coloreds
Here, are also very influ
ential in the collection.
“Some people might
consider me racist, but I

am being honest about
history,” said Thompson.
Omar Thompson has
been honored with several
awards and exhibitions
locally and nationally to
include The High Museum
of Art, Stanford University,
and the Birmingham Civil
Rights Museum. His work
can be found in many pri
vate and corporate collec
tions such as Cassandra
Mills, The Atlanta Life
Insurance Co, Singer/writer India Arie and also
maintains The Anheuser
Busch Company in St.
Louis Mo..
He continues his art as
well as his teaching in
Tallahassee, FL. >

The Covenant with
Black America calls upon all par
ents, educators, preachers, social
service providers, community
leaders and policy makers to act
now and create a brighter future
for our children. Within the pages
of The Covenant you will read
background material that fright
ens and enlightens.
The Covenant with
Black America is a national plan
of action to address the primary
concerns of African Americans
today.
From health to housing,
crime to criminal justice, educa
tion to economic parity, African
Americans continue to face dev
astating disparities on nearly
evejy level. This book serves as
a reminder that it is our responsi
bility as an entire community to
ensure that no mother, father, or
child be left behind politically,
socially or economically. We all
have a role in creating the world

we want for generations to come.
Ehd you know that:
•
By 2009, the buying
power of African American^ is
expected to be $965 billion, an
increase of more than 203%
since 1990.
•
Nationwide, young black
offenders are more than twice as
likely to be transferred to adult
court as their white counterparts.
•
Fewer than 50 percent of
black families own their own
homes, compared to more than
75 percent of whites.
»
Parental involvement is
still one of the most significant
contributors to the academic suc
cess of African American stu
dents.
The time has come for
African Americans to shift the
conversation from talking about
Our pain, to talking and praying
about our plan. When we make
black America better, we make

all America better. Get your copy
today!
Reader’s Choice Books
& Gift Expressions is located at
4301 34th St. So., Suite 102. It is
an outside storefront located at
the Maxi-Mall. We are open 7
days a week. (727) 867-3696.

Answers.
1-888-MOFFITT
Do you have questions about cancer?
We

have

answers.

Our

toll-free,

information line can assist you with
the facts on diagnosis, treatment, new
Jazz At Saffron’s

therapies and the availability of research

featuring

Dart McMillion Jazz Quintet
Sunday: May 21,2006

Spending more time worry
ing about your parents?
It’s natural to worry about aging par
ents. And hard to know where to look
for help, or even how to begin. That’s
where we come in. We’re here to help
you find local resources, support
services, and solutions that work for
your folks—and for you. Call our tollfree number and talk to a real person.
Or visit www.eldercare.gov.
There's'& way forolder
Americans and
caregivers to find help.

1-800477-1116
www.eldercare.gov
Apublicservice of the
HiS. Administration on Aging

ELDER
CARE
LOCATOR

Donation $20

studies. To speak with a Moffitt
3 PM

The Dan Me Million Jazz Quintet
featuring some of the best musicians
in the Tampa Bay area, Me Million
witl be bringing a ton of talent and
experience to Center stage
for fans to enjoy.
As a 2002 Grammy nominee,
Me Million wili demonstrate Us
musical expertise playing trumpet,
flugelkorn and valve trombone.
Dan McMillion, trumpet, fiugeihorn, valve
trombone
Richard Drexler, piano
David Mess, tenor saxophone
Terry Plomeri, bass
Glen Bush, drums

, Good Rxxf, Good Peopfe & GreatJazd
Saffron's Caribbean Restaurant 1700 Park Street, N
St Petersburg, FL 33710
For information call: (727) 343-5410 or Rick Gee: (727) 866-1844

representative, call between 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. You may also pose your
questions by going on our web site and
clicking on the Cancer Answers logo.
www.MoffittCancerCenter.org

moffittO

Cancer Center &Research Institute

m W

A National Cancer Institute
Comprehensive Cancer Center

At the University ofSouth Florida
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His Fight is Based On His Faith

Edner “Cherry Bomb” Cherry
By: CHRIS ROBINSON
Challenger Sports Writer

St. Petersburg - A
young Christian man first
and a World Champion
boxer second, best describes
Edner “Cherry Bomb”
Cherry’s NABA and WBC
Caribbean Lightweight
World Boxing Title and
his career as a profession
al boxer. Cherry, insisted

his faith is his drivihg
force and the foundation
on which he lives,
' Cherry defended his
NABA Lightweight title
on Friday night May 12,
at the ALA Carte Pavilion
in Tampa against Monty
Meza-Clay, a frisky unde
feated boxer, touting an
unblemished 20-0 record
with 12 KO’s.
Although Meza-Clay

He believes Jeff Lacey is
a very strong man and,
would have no problem
regaining his title soon.
Cherry felt the circum
stances were not in Jeff’s
favor going into the

was the smaller boxer,
Clay started out strong
and gave Cherry a good
fight. It wasn’t until the
later rounds that Cherry
began to wear Clay down.
Cherry says he dominated
the fight by picking his
shots and keeping Clay on
the outside so that he
could control the fight.
Cherry sent Meza-Clay
reeling in the 11th round
wining the fight by a
TKO.
Cherry said his fight
ing style is much like
Floyd Mayweather whom
he says is one of the
greatest fighters in the
game. Cherry said he also
has great respect for
Muhammad Ali.
Cherry who currently
lives in Wauchula, Flori
da is a native of the Nas
sau Bahamas and trains in
the Extreme gym in
Tampa. When asked what
he thought about local
boxers Winky Wright and
Jeff Lacey, Cherry said
both Wright arid Lacey
are the kind of boxers he
respects the most. He
thought neither fighter
would be beaten again.

recent fight in which he
lost the title. “There’s no
one out there right now
that - can beat Winky
Wright right now.” cherry
said. Wright and Lacey
are both former World
champion title holders
from St. Petersburg.
Cherry has no one in
line for his next fight,
however he would like to
take
on
undefeated
lightweight
contender
Juan “Baby Bull” Diaz, a
baby-faced
youngster
some compare to a young
Chavez, Roberto Duran
or Tony Ayala, who is
fast, powerful and fights
with a savage purpose,
but is known for coming
out bombing and pound
ing the body. Cherry said
although he wants to fight
Diaz, his trainer Peter
Fernandez and manage
ment team Starfight Pro
ductions will make the
final decision.

Goodwill Announces Volunteers Of The Year
Clearwater couple and Brandon Kiwanis Club honored
program. Members of the
club have regularly read
to children at a number of
Brandon area Head Start
centers for the past four
years.
Dozens of other peo
ple
whose volunteer
efforts have supported
Goodwill's mission were
also honored at the lun

Volunteers of the Year Goodwill Community
Relations Coordinator Jinnie Kerdi (right) presents
the Volunteer of the Year award to Georgia and
Walter Schoenig.

CLEARWATER
Goodwill has named Wal
ter and Georgia Schoenig
of Clearwater as Goodwill
Volunteers of the Year,
and the Kiwanis Club of
Greater Brandon as Vol
unteer Group of the Year.
The awards were present
ed at Goodwill's volunteer
recognition luncheon on
Thursday, May ll, 11:30
a.m., at North Greenwood
Public Library in Clearwa
ter.
Goodwill Volunteers
of the Year

Georgia and Walter

Schoenig have volun
teered for Goodwill's
BookWorks childhood lit
eracy program for six
years. The couple reads to
hundreds of preschoolers
each year as well as clean
ing and sorting books for
the program. Children at
Head Start centers where
the Schoenigs read call
them
"Grandma, and
Grandpa."

cheon. Last year approxi
mately 400 local volun
teers donated more than
4,000 hours of their time
to support Goodwill pro
grams in this community.
Goodwill IndustriesSuncoast, founded in 1954,
is number one among 173

Goodwill organizations in
North America for the
number of people placed in
jobs annually. Its mission is
to help people achieve their
full potential through the
dignity and power of work.
The-organization's success
ful donated goods operation
helps support its human
services in 10 counties,
including work force devel
opment and employment
programs for people with
all types of employment
barriers, training centers for
people with disabilities,
five subsidized apartment
communities j and commu
nity corrections programs.

Volunteer Group of the
Year

The Kiwanis Club of
Greater Brandon is being
hohored for its support of
Goodwill's BookWorks

Jinnie Kerdi presents the Volunteer Group of the
Year award to Kiwanis Club members Eddie
Jenkins, center, Helen Young and Garry Scheurer.

THE
ART
OF LIVIN’
Norman E. Jones II

Remembered Streets, Avenues and
Businesses in the Gas Plant Community
The original Gas Plant Area was a vital bors knew and cared for each other and raised
part of the African American community in St. each others’ children.
These are some of the businesses that
Petersburg. This area was located on the city’s
thrived
in
this early black commercial district in
Southwest acreage from Eighth Street to
Nineteenth Street and from the railroad tracks on St. Petersburg: Davis Elementary School, Central
the south of second Avenue to Seventh Avenue Life Insurance Company, Eddie’s Beauty Shop,
South. For nearly a, century the area around the Mrs. Carrie J. Scott’s Rooming House, Frank's
Gas Plant district was a thriving community that Corner Grocery Store, the Harlem Theatre,
provided many products and services for the Alehe's Beauty Shop, Union Masonic Hall, Rose
African American population. It was a very pro Garden Apartments, Palm Hotel, Katz Grocery
Store, Cornelia Livingston’s Rooming House,
ductive community.
Only those persons who lived and played ‘ and Moore's Service Station, the Sunshine Lodge
in this eommunity remember the frequently of the International Benevolent Protective Order
traveled avenues and streets. They can tell you of the Elks of the World, Bill's Ron Rico Club
where courts, streets and avenues were located. Tavern & Hotel, McCordie Fountain Billiards
Few of these named streets exist on any current Room, Citizens Lunch, the Sky-Way Auditorium
Club, Johnson's Shoe Shine Parlor, Dr. Benjamin
maps of St. Petersburg.
This area housed over forty percent of St. F. Jones’ (dentist), Jones’ Barber Shop, Saunders
Petersburg’s black population. This was a time Smoke Shop and Confectionery, the Comer
when churches provided spiritual growth; store- Tavern, Vivian Taylor and Mrs. Ella H. Sam's
owners extended credit to customers and neigh Rooming, Houses.

St Petersburg Gas Plant Area now known as Tropicana Field, home of the Tampa Bay Devil Rays.

NOTE:
The
St.
Petersburg
Office
of
Economic
Development
announced
the
2006
Preservation Summit has
been rescheduled to take
place at the St. Petersburg
Coliseum on June 24 from
9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Next weeks subject:
St. Petersburg’s Lincoln
African American Cemetery.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ONTO

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

JUST
SAY NO

O' TAILGATING
AS ART
ONE LB FISH FINGERS, 40 GOLDEN SHRIMP,

r

FAMILY SIZE FRIES, DOZEN CORNPUPPIES, PINT OF

A'

CREAMY COLESLAW

)

ONLY $19.99

|

ALL COOKED TO ORDER FROM OR MARKET SHOWCASE
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

TO

A

Automobile Accidents
Criminal Defense
Divorce
Nursing Home Abuse/Neglect
Wills & Probate

(727) 327*8309
(727) 328-8309

DRUGS

ATTORNEY AT LAW

W

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
MARKET J. MITAURANT
WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

Mon.-Sat. II AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin'
FOR OVEfc 21 YEARS

WACHOVIA PLAZA
150 SECOND AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 810
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701
(727) 898-9292
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer
to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience..
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
•

RETIRED & SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

’ . I '.

. . __ _ '

BETTY RUTLAND BUSSEY & RUTLAND BUSSEY APARTMENTS

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

Grand Opening & dedication ceremony Wednesday, May 24,
2006 from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm at 2962 IstAve. S. Boley Centers
presents newly constructed Betty Rutland Bussey and Rutland
Bussey Apartments which will provide permanent supported

The Museum of Fine Arts seeks enthusiastic, flexible and
dependable team players to provide inspiring tour experiences
fdr our visitors of all ages. Enroll now for Docent Training
classes in the Fall of 2006. Contact Lisa Kirksey at 727-8962667, ext. 233 or lisak@fine-arts.org

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

We need volunteers to help us in our
recruitment efforts. For information on
these and other positions, please call the
RSVP office at 327-8690 ext. 22. St.
Petersburg Museum of History, Bob
Secours Maria. Manor, Ronald McDon
ald, Daystar, St. Petersburg Pregnancy
& Family Resource Center.

R E T I R E P
ANOSEWtOR

housing for individuals who
have low income and are
recovering from mental ill
nesses. For more informa
tion call (72*7) 821-4819

CXftJSEUM OF FINE Al^
»T.

VOLURTee R

MT

ti, o ttp/it"

GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM

Hundreds of abused, abandoned or neglected children urgently
need a Guardian ad Litem volunteer in Pinellas County. Your job
will be to become familiar with the child and the child’s case and
make recommendations to-dfe court to help ensure a safe, caring,
and stable environment. You will be well trained and well super
vised. You will 'definitely make a
differenpe-rtn a child’s life. Call
72J-464-6528 or please visit our
web
site ■
at
w ww.guardianadlitem6 .org.

GuorcKon orf Litem

PROGRAM

GIBBS JUNIOR COLLEGE ALUMNI REUNION

ALUMNI SINGERS TO HOLD ANNUAL SPRING CONCERT

ATTENTION EVENT ORGANIZERS

The Alumni Singers of St. Petersburg will hold their annual
Spring Concert Sunday May 21,2006 at 4:00 p.m. The event
will be held at Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church at
1800 18th Ave. So. For more information call (727) 323-7004.

Non-profit organizations seeking City of St. Petersburg co-spon
sorship of events must submit applications by Friday, June 9,
2006. There is still time, pick up applications now. Proposed
events must occur in the 2007 fiscal year (October 1, 2006 September 30,2007). A $30 processing fee and a 501-c3 certifi
cation must accompany applications. Events must be held with
in the St. Petersburg city limits. To receive an application or fur
ther information call 727-893-7494 or 727r893-7734 or log on to
www.stpete.org/fun.htm to download an application from the
Leisure Services page.

OLIVER FIELD AT CAMPBELL PARK WILL BE REDEDICATED

VOLUNTEER AS A VISITING ROLE MODEL

LEADERSHIP AND PUBLIC POLICY ACADEMY

THE HOWARD UNIVERSITY CLUB OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

ST. PETERSBURG - Historic Oliver Field at Campbell Park in
St. Petersburg will be re-dedicated on Saturday, May 20 at
10:00 a.m. following a seven-month refurbishing project fund
ed by the Tampa Bay Devil Rays and Bank of America. Oliv
er Field is the first field to be refurbished under the Rays Field
Renovation

Help a parent understand what their children can realistically do
for their age—help the parent begin to have fun with their child!
For further informa
tion contact: Kathy
Mize, Coordinator
for The Parent Aide
Program (727) 5443900 x 168.

The non-partisan First Progressive Club of St. Petersburg
announces a pilot program: Leadership and Public Policy Academy/Summer of 2006, in St. Petersburg, Florida, for young adults
(15-22 years old), Participants will meet for a four day learning
experience from May 30 - June 2,2006. For more information
contact Adrien & Ed Helm at (727) 867-5947.

The Howard University Club of Southwest Florida is seeking
Howard University graduates, their spouses, or children of grad
uates to participate in cultural activities,
fundraising to support Howard & local
charities, & other social events. For
more information call or email: Dr. Jes
sica Cabness (Class of ’72) Chair, Mem
bership Committee Howard University
Club of SW Florida (727) 873-4738,
UNIVERSITY

TEN STAR ALL STAR BASKETBALL CAMP\

Applications are now being evaluated for The Ten Star All Star
Summer Basketball Camp. The camp is by invitation only.
Boys and Girls ages 10-19 are eligible to apply. College bas
ketball scholarships are possible for players selected to the AllAmerican Team. Camp locations include: Babson Park, FL,
Prescott, AZ, Thousand Oaks, CA, Sterling, CO, Bridgeport,
CT, Gainesville, GA, Champaign, IL, North Manchester, IN,
Towson, MD, Ypsilanti, MI, Glassboro, NJ, Schenectady, NY,
Hickory, NC, Lebanon, TN, Commerce, TX, Blacksburg, VA,
Lyndonville, VT, and Beloit, WI. For a free brochure, call
(704) 373-0873 ANYTIME.

On May 26-28, 2006 Gibbs Junior College Alumni’s will cele
brate their 49th anniversary and reunion. Plans have been made
for the bi-annual reunion, 49th anniversary and recognition of
classes 1965 and 1966. Friday May 26 registration and cookout
at Howard Johnson, Saturday the banquet at Holiday Inn Sun
spree Resort. Al Thornton President.

A

jesscabness@hotmail.com.

Ayakao
From front page

though I knew my parents would
not be thrilled about me going
into the ministry, I accepted the
icall and have not looked back.”
She dealt with rejection from
some family members as well
■from the Christian community
■when she began her ministry.
i“Women just are not accepted by
isome as preachers and I know
sthat, so I have to work harder at
’what I do.” Watkins’ said she is
fortunate to be married to a man
who has a love for the Lord that

surpasses any male ego issues.
“My husband and son support,”
? said Watkins proudly, “I couldn’t
'do what I do without their sup
port.”
i
Watkins also thanks her spiri
tual mother, Waverly Keyes, for
her undying support and encour
agement. “Promise me Ayakao,”
‘said Keyes before she passed
'away two years ago; “that you
will never let anyone or anything
hold you back from doing what
;God has called you to do.”
(Watkins said she spent hours sit
ting at the feet of Mrs. Waverly
j and learning all she could about
being a woman of God. “Ms.
Waverly never tired of me asking
her questions. She knew God’s
Word and was pleased and
blessed to share it.”
The baton was passed from
Ms. Waverly to Ayakao and Car
ing For Your Temple ministry was
bom. “I have a heart for God’s
people because I know the strug
gles people have with food
(because I too struggle.”
Watkins said when she started
'the program she weighed over
J240 pounds and was suffering
with hypertension, “I know the
effects medication have on the
body, so I knew I had to do some
thing so I could come off of the
blood pressure medication.” She
has since lost over sixty pounds
and has a goal to lose another
twenty two pounds. She is also
no longer taking blood pressure
medication. Watkins consulted
with her physician and the two of
them decided she could come off
of the medication. She said she
stresses to her students that they
never come off of medication
without consulting with their
physician, regardless of how good
they feel. Watkins believes the
doctor and patient should form a
partnership when deciding on the
patient’s care. She believes in

doctors and she believes in medi
cation, but she also believes peo
ple should be informed patients,
speaking intelligently with doc
tors and asking questions when
what is -suggested does not sound
just right. “Remember,” she said
smiling, “they’re practicing
medicine.”
People in the program leam
how to read labels and what to
look for when choosing bread and
cereal. “I had no idea Raisin Bran
was not necessarily a healthy
choice,” said Rise’ Hunter, “and it
hardly has any bran.
They
shouldn’t be allowed to call it
Raisin Bran. I guess it really does
pay to read labels.”
“I feel I can listen and believe
what Ayakao says because what
she teaches she has already tried
and proven,” said Audrey Pitts
who has lost over thirty four
pounds in ten weeks. Pitts also
shared that her blood pressure,
which was higher than normal
even though she was on medica
tion, is now 124 over 74. Pitts
attributes the lack of salt and pro
cessed food to the improved
blood pressure.
The first two weeks of the
program are the hardest for the
majority of the participants. They
go through a detoxification that
restricts the use of bread, rice,
potatoes, sugar, salt as well as any
processed foods; “Thank good
ness we get God’s Word to help
us get through these two weeks,”
said Victoria Graham who has
lost over twenty pounds, “there is
no way I could do this on my
own.”
The majority of the 450 peo
ple who have gone through
Watkins’ program and the 225
currently enrolled are Christians,
but there are now people from
other faiths who are joining the
ranks of people losing weight in
this faith based program. “This
program is open to people of all
faiths and there are other faiths
enrolled,” said Watkins, “but I let
people know it is a Christian
based program.”
Watkins has a vision that one
day there will be a united reli
gious community of believers
coming together to care for one
another and doing God’s work to
reach the world for Christ.
“Many people come to “Caring
For Your Temple” sessions to lose
weight,” Watkins said, “and later
leam their issues have very little
to do with what they eat and more
to do with what is eating them.
Through God’s Word I am able to

connect the dots that lead to the
road of recovery.”
Diet and nutrition are dis
cussed at the classes, that contin
ue to grow throughout the com
munity, but the spiritual guidance
and leadership are what sets this
program apart. “I only have a few
more pounds to lose,” said sixty
two year old Ethel Monroe, “but I
cannot get enough of Ayakao’s
preaching. She shares stories of
her own personal struggles and
peppers the stories with God’s
word and I feel encouraged and
inspired by. the time the class is
over” Monroe has lost over fif
teen pounds and plans to continue
the maintenance part of the pro
gram.
In spite of the push-back
Watkins experienced when she
entered the male dominated world
of preaching, she has been invited
to speak all over the state of Flori
da. She recently was invited to
speak at The Pinellas Ladies
Prayer Committee of Florida’s
eighth annual National Day of
Prayer Breakfast at the Har
borview in Clearwater. She holds
several positions in her church,
Victory Christian Center, 3015
18th Avenue South, where she
was ordained by lead Pastor
Claude Williams.
The Florida Department of
Health's Women's Health Initia
tive is hosting the first Governor's
Conference on Women's Health,
May 18-19 in Orlando. Watkins
has been invited to conduct a
workshop on Caring For Your
Temple and the impact it has had
on the community.
One of her goals is to reach as
many people as she can with her
nutrition and wellness ministry.
She feels corporate America is
one venue to reach people. In a
couple of days she will have her
first opportunity to make a corpo
rate presentation. She will con
duct a lunch and leam workshop
at Accenture, Inc. “God’s Word
says ‘Where there is vision there
will be provision,”’ said Watkins
smiling. “I never go anywhere
that God has not sent me and I
never forget to give God the
praise and the glory.”
Enrollment is starting for the
next sessions df classes
For
more information call Ayakao
Watkins at (727)'667-7117.

Caring For Your Temple
participant, Phyllis Howard
before and after losing 30
pounds.

Chapel
From front page
death is sometimes unexpected and day-to-day financial
demands of life often prohibit preparation for that time.
Lisa Speights-Fisher graduated in 1995 from Gupton-Jones College of Funeral Service in Atlanta with a
degree in Mortuary Science. She has a passion and a
God-given mission to serve the community through this
ministry. Her previous career experience has been with
Morning Glory Funeral Chapel in Tampa for the past 7
years, performing the duties of funeral directing,
embalming and,counseling bereaved families. She is
Past President of the St. Petersburg Area Black Cham
ber of Commerce and still actively involved in the communityll
Morning Glory Funeral Chapel of St. Petersburg is
affiliated with the acclaimed Morning Glory Funeral
Chapel of Tampa, owned by Harold Jones who has been
in the funeral home business for many years, making
sure the people who have not planned for or could not
afford funerals were cared for. Jones took care of Lisa
Wilkins’ two children who were tragically killed
by Jennifer Porter on March 2004 in the streets of
Tampa. “Lisa called crying saying she did not have
money or an insurance policy to bury her babies,” said
Jones. “I assured her that those babies would be buried
and when she was able to pay me, if she ever was, she
could worry about that then.” Speights learned this
type of community caring from Jones. “It’s times like
these that the community needs professionals with a
genuine concenj,” said Speights.

For one year Speights did an internship at McRae
Funeral Home in St. Petersburg. “I feel like I’ve learned
from the best,” said Speights.
She worked with and for Harold Jones of Morning
Glory for over eight years and still works with him
when needed. This week the Tampa chapel is in charge
of the internment of Michael Anthony Taliferro, the
actor that played “Bro Man” from the fifth floor on the
Martin show. Speights will direct Mr. Taliferro’s funer
al.
Speights and her staff specialize in caring for griev
ing families no matter who they are or how much
money they have. Their appearance and image is one
of international representation and service, with a staff
composed of well-trained and manicured women who
are self-giving people-persons who do what they can to
“go the extra mile”. ‘
“I am a very spiritual woman,” said Speights, “oth
erwise there is no way I could survive this business.
There is so much grief that I have to lean on my faith to
help me care for the people I serve.” She also leans on
the men and women who serve with her. Rev. Cory
Jones, who is the Chaplain and General Manager, has
over twenty years of experience.
Speights and her family live on the second floor of
the funeral home building. “This way I am available
24/7. I am committed to what I do and I am a part of
this community,” said Speights.
The ribbon cutting ceremony for Morning Glory
Funeral Chapel located at 3301 5th Avenue South, will
be held June 8, at 4:00 pm. The public is encouraged to
attend.
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STATE NEWS
Senators Announce Bill To Waive Medicare
Late Enrollment Fees
signing up. Because seniors only
can join the program during open
enrollment periods, those who did
n’t sign up by the current May 15
deadline will have to wait until
2007, and as a result will pay 7 per
cent more in premiums for life.
Nelson says this change to the
Medicare prescription drug pro
gram will help millions of seniors
avoid paying these higher premi
ums, saving them hundreds of dol
lars over time. “Some seniors were
unaware of the May 15 deadline or
had trouble understanding the pro
gram,” he says. “But just’because
they missed the deadline, they don’t
deserve to be hit with this huge
financial penalty.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A biparti
san coalition of senators today
announced legislation that would
give an estimated 7.5 million
seniors a chance to sign up for the
Medicare prescription drug pro
gram without paying stiff late
enrollment penalties.
The bill’s four sponsors -U.S.
Senators Bill Nelson (D-FL),
Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Max Baucus (D-MT) and Mike DeWine (R-

OH) - formed a strong partnership
in an effort to eliminate the pro
gram’s late enrollment fees until the
end of 2006. Monday, May 15,
2006 was the last day for seniors to
sign up for the program without
facing a financial penalty.
The bipartisan bill waives the pro
gram’s requirement that those who
enroll after May 15 must pay an
additional one percent of their pre
miums for each month they delayed

Nelson has been a leader in the
effort to make enrollment in the
new Medicare program easier for
seniors. He introduced bipartisan
legislation to extend the Medicare
prescription drug program’s enroll
ment deadline, eliminate financial
penalties fdr late enrollment and
allow seniors to switch plans once
if necessary! He offered his legisla
tion as an amendment on three sep
arate occasions. Despite receiving
majority votes, they failed due to
procedural hurdles. Nelson plans to
continue pushing for these changee.

College Students Demand Sheriff Fire
Former Boot Camp Supervisor
V. PANAMA CITY (AP) - College students on Mon
day demanded the firing of the former supervisor of a
boot camp where a 14-year-old boy died after he was
punched and kicked by guards.
Sheriff Frank McKeithen said his office received
120 calls from Florida State University, Florida A&M
University and Tallahassee Community College stu
dents.
"The Bay County Sheriffs Office does not have
time for their foolishness and telephone games,"
McKeithen said.
The phone campaign stems from the Jan. 6 death
of Martin Lee Anderson, who was roughed up in a
videotaped scuffle at a Panama City boot camp. A
medical examiner said a second autopsy showed that
Anderson had been suffocated.
College students protest at Boot Camp
Dr. Vernard Adams said the boycouldn't breathe
because hands were over his mouth as guards forced
him to inhale ammonia
fumes. The guards said in
PINELLAS COUNTY
a report that they were
STATE HOUSING INITIATIVES, PARTNERSHIP (SHIP) PROGRAM
using ammonia to revive
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
Anderson. The first autop
sy found that he died of
Pinellas County expects to receive $4,79Q,365 in SHIP funds during Fiscal Year 2006-2007 and will accept applications
complications of sickle
under Homeownership and Rental Strategies for housing production, preservation, and other activities included in its Hous
cell, trait, a usually benign
ing Assistance Plan between August 1,2006 and June 30,2007. A copy of the Housing Assistance Plan is available from
blood disorder.
the contact person identified below.
The
military-style
camp was closed and the"
The geographical area covered by the Pinellas County SHIP Program is all of unincorporated Pinellas County and the
guards involved in the
municipalities of Belleair, Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian Shores, Indian Rocks Beach, Kenneth
altercation laid off, but the
City, Madeira Beach, Oldsmar, Pinellas Park, North Redington Beach, Redington Beach, Redington Shores, Safety Harbor,
supervisor, Capt. Mike
St. Pete Beach, Seminole, South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs, and Treasure island.
Thompson, was trans
ferred to another position.
For all strategies and other activities, applications will be accepted on a first-come; first-served basis. Project proposals will
Gov. Jeb Bush has urged
be evaluated based on the following factors: (a) economic feasibility, (b) location, (c) priority of need and (d) employment
the sheriff in a letter to
of personnel from WAGES and Workforce Development Initiatives Programs. Technical assistance will be provided as
fire Thompson.
needed to guide participants through the application process.
McKeithen has said
Thompson violated no
The local contact person for the Pinellas County SHIP Program is:
policies, procedures or
laws" but that he will take
Larry Yancey, Senior Community Planning Specialist
swift action if a pending
Pinellas County Community Development Department
criminal
investigation
600 Cleveland Street, Suite 800
implicates him in wrong
Clearwater, Florida 33755
doing.
E-mail: lyancey@pinellascounty.org
Gabriel Pendas, Flori
Phone: (727) 464-8244
da State University's stu
Fax: (727) 464-8254
dent center president, said
Website: www.pinellascounty.org/community/default.htm
students would continue
the call-in campaign and
NOTE: SHIP funds may NOT be used to purchase, rehabilitate, or repair mobile homes.
plan other protests.
ALL SHIP funds will be expended iri a manner which will ensure that there will be no discrimination on the basis of race,
creed, religion, color, age, sex, marital status, familial status, national origin or handicap.

Jags Begin Search To Replace
Jimmy Smith
sion and played so well that coach
Jack Del Rio kept him there for the
rest of the season.
With the Jags employing sever
al three-receiver sets, Williams
should be on the field significantly
more’in his third season.
But he also could face competi

By: MARK LONG
AP Sports Writer

JACKSONVILLE (AP) - The
Jacksonville Jaguars have been
preparing for Jimmy Smith's retire
ment for three years.
They drafted receiver Reggie
Williams with the ninth overall pick
in 2004 and chose Emest Wilford in
the fourth round. They drafted
quarterback-tUrned-receiver Matt
Jones in the opening round last year
and selected speedy wideout Chad
Owens in the sixth.
And with their first-round pick
this year, the Jags added versatile
tight end Marcedes Lewis to the
mix.
But can any of them replace
Smith, a five-time Pro Bowl selec
tion who abruptly retired Thursday
after 13 seasons?
"We don't have a Jimmy Smith
on the team now," Jones said Friday
after the start of the team's threeday minicamp. "We don't have
somebody that's that good. He was
the best route-runner I've ever seen
and one of the best receivers I've
ever been around.
"You can't really replace him.
We're going to have to try to get
better and hopefully some of us can
do that, but it's going to be tough to
do."
It starts with Jones, a star quar
terback at Arkansas who spent
much of last season getting accli
mated to his new position.
Jones opened practice Friday as
the "X" receiver, the spot Smith
filled the last 11 years in Jack-

tion.
Cortez Hankton, who was inac
tive for most of last season follow
ing ankle surgery and a hamstring
Jimmy Smith
injury, is healthy and could be a
sonville. The 6-foot-6, soft-spoken, factor.
. So could Owens, a second-year,
laid-back, self-proclaimed country
player
who was the star of training
boy caught 36 passes for 432 yards
camp
last
year. But Owens fumbled
and five touchdowns last season.
Jones had just nine receptions two punts and mishandled another
in the final six games, but his drop in the second game of the season.
off coincided with quarterback He was benched, waived the fol
Byron Leftwich's ankle injury. lowing day and later re-signed to
Leftwich returned for Jacksonville's the practice squad. s
The Jaguars now have another
postseason loss at New England,receiving
option with Lewis, a
where Jones caught six passes for
play-making tight end at UCLA
94 yards.
He should get even more oppor who was the 29th pick in last
month's draft. He made a diving
tunities this fall without Smith.
"I don't know if we have a (No. catch and then a leaping, one-hand
1 receiver) right now," Jones said. ed reception that highlighted Jack
"We have a lot of good receivers sonville's first practice.
"It didn't take long for you to
out here that are going to be able to
compete. I think it will make us all see what Marcedes can bring in
better having that job open. Jt will terms of receiving skills," Del Rio
said. "He made some terrific catch
make each of us better."
Wilford started opposite Jones es out there right away that have to
on Friday, maintaining the spot he open your eyes."
But can he replace Smith?
took over from Williams midway
"It (stinks) that Jimmy retired,"
through last season.
The 6-foot-4 Wilford caught 41 Lewis said. "That means that
passes for 681 yards and a team- everybody's going to have to step
high seven touchdowns last season. up, not just me. It's going to be a
He moved into the starting lineup team effort. I definitely want to be a
when Williams sustained a concus

big piece that helps."

Florida Supreme Court Rules In Favor Of
Foster Parents
DAYTONA BEACH (AP) - The
Florida Supreme Court has denied
an appeal for a 4-year-old foster,
child to- be returned to relatives.
Instead, he will stay with foster par
ents.
Tiffany Delk, a second Cousin
of the boy, Christian, was denied
requests to gain custody Thursday.
Delk and her husband, Jeff, were
challenging a 5th District Court of
Appeal's decision, which said foster
parents Denise and Ivar Baklid are
the only ones eligible to adopt
Christian at , a hearing to be held
next month.
Six. of the Supreme Court jus
tices said the appellate court did not
overstep. its boundaries since a
Daytona Beach circuit judge still
must approve the adoption.
But Justice Peggy A. Quince
dissented and sided with the Delks,
who live in Tennessee, and the state
Department of,Children & Fami
lies.
The Delks did not immediately
return a telephone message left at
their home from the Associated
Press seeking comment on the deci
sion. An answering machine at their
attorney's office said he was gone
for the afternoon. He also did not
immediately return a telephone call.
Christian is living with the Baklids in Orange City.
Denise Baklid said Christian

Members of the Florida Supreme Court

was doing welland told The Day
tona Beach News-Journal'that,"we
pray this will all come to an end
very soon."
The Baklids' attorney, Richard
D'Amico, said he hopes the DCF
and the Delks will not file anymore
appeals.
"Enough is enough," D'Amico
said. "I don't know how many
times we have to win the case: If
they realiy cared for (Christian),
they wouldn't have done this. All

they did is create extra stress for
everybody, including the child."
Christian has been living with
the Baklids since March. He also
lived with them for 16 months
before being moved to Tennessee at
19 months old.
Reggie Williams, local DCF
district administrator, said the
department wants what is best for
the child, "but that decision rests
with the courts. It's in their hands."
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NATIONAL NEWS
Fulfilling A Promise

Photo By Phil Channing

Daylon McCutcheon gets a kiss from his mom,
Deborah Sterling
By Steve King
NFL Staff Writer

Entering his eighth season in the NFL, Browns
cornerback. Daylon McCutcheon has the financial where
withal that would have allowed him to do just about any
thing to honor his mother on Sunday. A cruise, a complete
new wardrobe, new home furnishings, or a new car - none
of these extravagant gifts were out of the question. But in
the end, McCutcheon chose not to spend a dime - not a
single dime! - on his mom, Deborah Sterling, for Mother’s
Day.
Yet he was able to give his mom a present that’s
forever priceless - the fulfillment of a promise he m,ade to
her back in 1999 when the Browns drafted him in the third
round out of Southern California. Friday morning at
USC’s Howard Jones Practice field, ironically in the very
place where McCutcheon honed his football skills so well
that they got him drafted before he received his degree, he
received a bachelor’s degree in sociology during graduation
ceremonies for the school's College of Letters, Arts and
Sciences. And his mother was there to watch.
“When I got drafted,and dropped out of USC, I made
a promise to my mom that I would go back to school and

get my degree,” said McCutcheon, who was a student
there from 1995-98 and left about 30 credits short of getting
his degree. But at that time, those were just words -i some
thing that would placate his mom. It’s not that
McCutcheon was trying to deceive his mother, but it’s just
that he was a young man moving on to a new, exciting
part of his life, where the financial rewards were going to
be beyond his wildest dreams. School was squarely in his
rear-view mirror. After all, isn’t the end result of an
education to find a job in a profession you like while
being compensated for it?
McCutcheon had wanted to be a professional football
player ever since he was a little boy. That’s not the way
his mother looked at it, though. Her priorities were just
the opposite. A college degree, not a pro football career, is
what mattered the most.
<; “She’s been a middle school teacher for 20 years (in
the Los Angeles area, where she lives),” McCutcheon
said. “She takes academics very seriously.” Just as seriously as
McCutcheon took football. So understandably, it was
killing her that while she was helping everyone else’s
children down the path toward the realization of their
dreams, her own son didn’t finish a race on the course she
had set for him.
“For a couple years there, I got a little discouraged,”
he said. “It was the whole football aspect. I was in Cleveland
trying to further my career. The thought of returning to
USC and attending classes again was just a little too hard
to think about doing at that point.” But McCutcheon is
nothing if not persistent and persevering. Despite several
coaching changes and many defensive schemes, he is one
of only two players that have been with the Browns since
the team returned to Cleveland in 1999.
But when it comes to staying strong and staying the
course, McCutcheon has nothing on his mother. “For the
past seven, eight years since I left USC, she has given me
a hard time,” he said. “Every time I’ve seen her or talked
to her in the last couple of years, she’s told me that I am a
bad example for my son (Dyson, 3). She says, ‘Daylon,
how will you be able to tell Dyson someday how important

academics are, if you’ve never graduated from college
yourself?’ ’’ Ouch.
There’s something about getting challenged by your
mother that makes even the harshest of life’s cruelties
seem insignificant. His mother was so determined, in fact,
that she also began pestering Janice Henry, who was
McCutcheon’s academic advisor when he enrolled at
USC. When their paths would cross from time to time,
Sterling would remind Henry that the advisor promised
her upon McCutcheon signing with the Trojans out of
Bishop Amat La Puente (Cal.) High School, that she
would see to it that the player got his degree.
Comerbacks are supposed to have short memories.
That’s the No.l survival guide for the position. But try as
he might, McCutcheon just couldn’t forget the fact he had
some unfinished academic business. Finally, he was ready
to go back to school and finish his degree and make good
on a promise. So about four years ago, he looked up
Henry, who had left USC to set up her own business in
Nevada helping professional athletes complete their college
education. Among her clients was former NFL quarterback
Randall Cunningham. If she could help Cunningham go
back and get his degree after his being out of college for 20
years, then she could certainly help McCutcheon.
So she was ready for McCutcheon to get started. “We
began mapping out an academic plan for Daylon,” Henry
said. “It’s very challenging for these athletes. It’s a very
difficult task. They’re into their careers, concentrating on
their jobs, playing on Sundays. “But the thing that helps
them is the competitive edge they use in sports. They have
a great desire to succeed, and the fact they haven’t gotten
that degree bothers them. So they go back to school and
strive to get it.”
In 2004, things really got into gear for McCutcheon.
“I’ve done the bulk of my work since then,” he said. It
was at that time that the light at the end of the tunnel, so
to speak, began to appear for McCutcheon and Henry.
They targeted his graduation for spring 2006 and noticed,
upon further examination, that commencement ceremonies
that year would be on the Friday of Mother’s Day weekend.

Luck was on their side.
. It would be a great Mother’s Day present for Sterling
- a surprise; Mother’s Day present, that is. For neither
McCutcheon nor Henry said anything to her about the
cornerback going back to school, let along their plans for
graduation. It was all done on the down low. But it was
hard to keep a secret, and it took a lot of restraint. At
times, it was harder than going through two-a-day training
camp practices in the boiling heat of August. “My mom
would badger me and badger me about getting that
degree,” McCutcheon said. “I wanted to say something,
but I couldn’t. It was hard to keep my mouth shut.”
Henry saw Sterling last December at the funeral for
one of McCutcheon’s former USC teammates, defensive
lineman Darrell Russell. She knew what was coming from
Sterling - another admonishment about the failure to
deliver on her promise of long ago, and another plea to
help her son finish school. “She said to me, ‘Daylon getting
his degree means more to me than anything else he could
possibly give me in my lifetime.’ Before I leave this earth,
I want him to get that degree,’ ”, Henry said. It made
Henry swallow hard.
“I was standing on the grounds of a church, so I felt
horrible about lying,” she said. “It took everything I had
to hold back and not tell her.” The silence, though, has
now been broken. McCutcheon and Henry can be honest
with her. On Mother’s Day weekend, no less.
Friday was to be a day for Sterling to go to brunch
with family and friends, or so she thought. A limousine
came by to pick them up, but instead of taking themto a
restaurant, it took them to the graduation ceremonies,
where another hunger was fulfilled.
“It means a lot to me, but I know it means more to
her” McCutcheon said. “I made a promise to her, so I had
to get it done.” And he did. In his mom’s eyes, Daylon
McCutcheon is now a complete success in life - on the
field as well as off it.
“What a wonderful gift,” Henry said. “It’s the best
Mother’s Day gift that Daylon could ever give his mom,”

PLEASE JOIN EVERYONES YOUTH UNITED FOR ITS
1 ST ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER
EVERYONES YOUTH UNITED, INC
The Mission of Everyone's Youth United is to help at risk youth reach their fullest potential by engaging them in
performing arts and prevention programs that educate and guide them in the difficult decisions inherent in the
transition to adulthood.

ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
2006 BAY AREA YOUTH CONFERENCE & 1 ST ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER
Everyone's Youth United is pleased to welcome keynote speaker Russell Simmons and special guest Dr. Benjamin Chavis

MAY 19, 2006
7:00 - 9:00PM
THE ST. PETERSBURG COLISEUM
535 4TH STREET NORTH, ST. PETERSBURG, FL
.

*

I

TICKETS SOLD AND SEATING ARRANGED ON A •
FIRST-COME FIRST-SERVE BASIS.

*

RUSSELL SIMMONS

DR. BENJAMIN CHAVIS

CHAIRMAN & CEO

PRESIDENT & CEO HfP-HOP

RUSH COMMUNICATIONS

SUMMIT ACTION NETWORK

«
PURCHASE TICKETS BY CALLING <727) 32i-0060;
$50 (FOR. I), $500(PER TABLE OF 10). All proceeds benefit

Russell Simmons is a visionary who has long shaped the cutting edge

Everyone’s Youth United, a 501c3 agency.

of hip-hop, now known as America’s most compelling cultural explosion
of the latter 20th century.

FOR MORE INFO ON EVENT SPONSORSHIP AND

brought hip-hop to every facet of media and pop culture: in music with

DINNER TICKETS, CALL EYU S OFFICE AT 727-321-0060.

Def Jam Recordings; in TV with HBO’s Def Comedy Jam and Def
Poetry; on stage with the critically-acclaimed stage production “Def
Poetry Jam on Broadway”, in fashion with the red-hot Phat Farm and
Baby Phat lines, and in the community with Rush Philanthropic Art
Foundation and the Hip-Hop Summit Action Network.

EVERYONE'S YOUTH UNITED, INC.
WWW.EVERYONESYOUTHUNITEO.ORG
700 43RD ST. 4 ST. PETERSBURG, FL33713

(727) 32 J 0060
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Former Heavyweight Champion
Floyd Patterson Dead At 71
By TIM DAHLBERG

contested fight that.Ring Magazine named fight

DeMarco recalled meeting Patterson for the

AP Boxing Writer

of the year in 1965.

first time in the early 1950s, when the future

his title to Liston, getting three more shots at the

heavyweight champ was only about 16.
“He was quite a fighter then. He could hit

title but never regaining it.

and he could move,” DeMarco said. “He was a

Patterson fought for 10 years after losing
Floyd Patterson was small for a heavy
weight, but that never stopped him from taking

George A.
McElroy

Barbara
Volman

on the giants of his time. Good enough to

He fought Ali in 1965, lasting until the 12th

sensation then. When he put on weight, he was

become the first two-time heavyweight champi

round despite taking a beating from the

still fast. He probably lacked a dynamite jaw,

on of the world, he wasn't big enough to avoid

champion,, who was angry because Patterson

but there weren't very many guys who knocked

taking beatings from Muhammad Ali and

called him by his given name, Cassius Clay.

him out, either. I thought he was maybe a better

peppering him with jabs and right hands, all the

fighter than people anticipated.”
After retiring in 1972, Patterson remained

time asking, “What’s my name?”

close to the sport. He served twice as chairman

During the fight, Ali toyed with Patterson,

Sonny Liston.
Bom February 2,1925
in Seminole Florida to the

Bom August 1,1919,

Patterson, a North Carolina native, died
Thursday at his home in New Paltz, N.Y., at the

late Charlie and Mattie

in Trinidad, Barbara Vol
man departed this lile~*6n

age of 71. He had Alzheimer’s disease for about

Former Ali business manager Gene Kilroy

Hall, George A. “Mr. Mac”

Tuesday, May 2, 2006.

eight years and prostate cancer, nephew

said the two reconciled in the early 1970s when

Patterson resigned in 1998 after it was

McElroy departed this life

Survivors include
her caregivers, John T.
Baker, Jr. and wife
Beatrice Baker and
friends.

Sherman Patterson said.

Patterson came up to Ali while he was eating

reported that a three-hour videotape of a

and. said, “Hello, Muhammad Ali.” They

deposition he gave in a lawsuit revealed he

embraced and remained friendly after that.

couldn't recall important events in his boxing

on May 2, 2006.
He leaves to cherish
his memories his wife,
Mary McElroy; three sons,

A shy, quiet man, Patterson was a popular
champion long after he retired, getting big

“Ali always thought he was a real nice

ovations at fights. He was cast as the good guy
in bouts against Liston and Ali, but was

George M. (Gilda Faye),

knocked out twice in the first round by Liston

Michael A. (Deborah) and

and stopped twice by Ali.

guy,” Kilroy said.
Patterson’s last fight was also against Ali,
who stopped him on cuts and swelling on his

of the New York State Athletic Commission.

career. •
Patterson said he was very tired during the
deposition and, “It’s hard for me

to think when

I’m tired.”
. Patterson, one of 11 children, was in

Kevin McElroy; one daughter,

Patterson won fans because he had a big

Evelyn E. McElroy; two

man’s punch, but a small man’s jaw. He could

Patterson was bom in Waco, N.C., and

sisters, Helen and Carolyn

punch with the best heavyweights, knocking

emerged from a troubled childhood in Brooklyn

Wiltwyck

Hall, all of St. Petersburg;

tp win the Olympic gold medal and became the

released, he took up boxing, won a New York

seven grandchildren, thirteen

one opponent down 11 times in a fight. But he
was also down a total of 21 times during his

youngest man at the time to win the heavy

Golden Gloves championship and then the

great grandchildren and a

career, including seven times in an embarrassing

weight title with a fifth-round knockout of

Olympic gold medal in the 165-pound class at

host of cousins, nieces,

loss to Ingemar Johansson, in 1959 at Yankee

Moore. The title was vacant at the time because

Helsinki, Finland.

nephews and friends.

Stadium that cost him the heavyweight title.

of the retirement of Rocky Marciano.

face in the seventh round in 1972.

enough trouble as a youngster to be sent to the
School

for

Boys. After being

“If it wasn't for boxing, I would probably be

knocked down the most, but I also got up the

knocked down seven times in the third round in

behind bars or dead,” he said in a 1998 interview.
He turned pro ih 1952 under the management

most,” Patterson once said.

losing the title to Johansson at Yankee Stadium.

of Cus D’Amato, who in the 1980s would
develop another heavyweight champion, Mike

and become the first man to regain the heavy

Patterson returned with a vengeance at the
Polo Grounds a year later, knocking out Johansson

Tyson. Patterson fought as a light heavyweight

weight title, then would beat him again in a

with a tremendous left hook to retake the title.

until becoming a heavyweight in 1956.

third fight despite being knocked down twice in

Nine months later he stopped Johansson in the

the first round.

sixth round of their rubber match.

“They said I was the fighter who got

Patterson would come back to beat Johansson

But three

years

later, Patterson

was

27 in Albany, N.Y.

Patterson, who won a gold medal as a

Overall, Patterson finished 55-8-1 with 40

middleweight in the 1952 Olympics, weighed

knockouts. He was inducted into the International

only 182 1/4 pounds when he beat Archie

Boxing Hall of Fame in 1991.

Moore for the heavyweight title in 1956. He

Former

welterweight

champion

A memorial service is scheduled for May

Associated Press Writer Michael Virtanen
contributed to this story.

Tony

was still only 188 1/2 pounds when he was
stopped in the seventh round by Ali in his last

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

fight in 1972.

,

That was big enough against the fighters of
the late 1950s, but Liston demolished Patterson
when they met in 1962, stopping him in the first
round in Chicago to win the heavyweight title.
Patterson said years later that President
Kennedy had urged him not to fight Liston, who

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services

was reputed to be handled by mobsters.
“I'm sorry, Mr. President,” Patterson said he

Cremation

told Kennedy. “The title is not worth anything if

World Wide Shipping

the best fighters can’t have a shot at it. And

Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and

Liston deserves a shot.”
Patterson was so embarrassed at being

Serve All National Cemeteries'

knocked out in the first round of his first fight
with Liston that he donned- fake glasses and a

for Veterans

beard to avoid being recognized. Liston had no
trouble remembering who he was when they

“Upholding

a

tradition of service from our family to yours”

met a second time 10 months later in Las Vegas
and Patterson was stopped in the first round

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-22661 FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

again.
“He was very quick, next to Ali he was the
fastest guy I fought,” said George Chuvalo,
who lost a decision to Patterson in a hotly
Former heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson poses for a portrait in this July 10,1998 photo

“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

The Weekly Challenger

PRAYER HELPS

Obituary Section Guidelines:
• Photos are printed in black and white only
• Deadline for submission is 4 p.m. Monday

Obituaries can be delivered or e-mailed to:
wceditor@tampabay.rr.com

X CALVARY
T CATHOUC
I CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890
Pret-need
Interest-free
financing
available

MORNING GLORY
FUNERAL CHAPEL
OF ST. PETERSBURG
ffroditiondf Funerafs starting at $2,499.00
Direct Cremations w/free um - $895.00
Qraveside Service starting at - $1299.00
Please stop by to visit the newly decorated
facility to meet the staff and see the wide
variety of funeral merchandise available.
Affordable and Compassionate

McRae Funeral Home
3301 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

(727) 895-6005

727-572-4355

(727) 323-8132
24 hour service

Lisa M. Speights
LFD and Owner
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
ST. MARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

NEW PHILADELPHIA
COMMUNITY CHURCH

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Mark Celebrates Historical Dedication
of its Completed Edifice

Children and Youth Sunday

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

,, The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Chureh under the
leadership of its dynamic spirited man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, extends to the community
at large an invitation to join us as we celebrate the dedicatory
services commemorating the completion of our church
Edifice, the W.J. Glover Education Wing, housing the
Isaac McNeal Library along with its newly completed
nursery, computer lab, youth room and classrooms.
Services begih on Sunday May 21, at 4:00 p.m. with the
annual Spring Variety Concert. Nightly services starting
at 7:00 p.tti. continue Wednesday, May 24 through Friday,
May 26. Guest churches include New Hope MBC on May
24; Greater Mt. Zion AME Church on May 25 and New
Jerusalem Church on May 26. Services culminate on
Sunday, May 28 with the New Mt. Zion MB Church at
4:00 p.m. The Theme for the event is “Let Us Hold Firmly
to the Faith.” The scripture reference is Hebrews 6:13-15
and Hebrews 11:1. Events for May, 2006
May 22
May 29.

PIZZA Ministry 6:00 p.m..
Memorial Day Holiday
(No activities at St. Mark)

As part of our ongoing ministry, we invite the public to
join us in worship and fellowship during our weekly
worship services, which include:
Early morning worship
7:00 a.m.
(First Sunday Only)
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
5:00 p.m.
(Each Sunday)
Other weekly services include Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings (Mondays at 6:00 p.m.); Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting (Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.); Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study (Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.) and Prayer Meeting
and Bible Study (Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.).

PENTECOSTAL
TEMPLE COGIC
The Pentecostal Temple Youth Department under
the leadership of Missionary Evelyn Foster, presented
a wonderful worship service in honor of our mothers.
We were delighted to greet several family members
and guests. Pastor Anderson and Sister Cynthia Wise
led us in jubilant worship and praise. The congregation
was especially blessed by the choir’s rendition of the
song “Fully Committed” and the ministry of the P. T.
Mime Boyz to the song “Center of My Joy.” Tributes
were given to th,e mothers by the youth and each of
them was blessed with gifts and expressions of love.
The theme of the day was “A True Mother” based
on the passage from First Kings., chapter three, verses
16-28. Pastor Anderson ministered the Word from First
Samuel chapter one) He spoke encouragement to the
mothers in letting them know that a delayed response
to prayer is not a denial but is preparing us for an even
greater blessing than what we asked. Pastor offered
prayer for the mothers.
You are cordially invited to join us as we greet our
Jurisdictional Prelate, Bishop Harvey D. Bryan, on
Friday night May 19th at 7:30. Those in attendance are
sure to be blessed by the worship and praise,
ministry of the Word and warm fellowship.

Celebrating the future of church age by recognizing
children and youth will be focus of mid-morning
worship at New Philadelphia on Sunday. It is said that
30% of church today is comprised of children and
youth, but 100% of churchs’ future resides in them.
The end of school offers church family, an opportunity
to provide valuable training and instruction to its children
and youth during this summer recess. The Saturday
School of Wisdom will coordinate this effort.
• Closely related to this emphasis on children and
youth this Sunday is Wisdom School instruction for the
morning. “Choosing the Path of Integrity” is the subject
of the lesson. The goal of week’s teaching is importance
of choosing and being guided by integrity. Class commences
at 10:30 a.m. Members and friends are also reminded
of mid-week Bible Study new lesson from Rick, Warren
entitled “Better Together.” Instructional materials will
be provided. Sessions begin at 6 p.m.
Amative accolades are conveyed to Rev. Aaron
Gaskin for the resplendent proclamation in praise to
motherhood, delivered this past Sunday. Through sermonic
artistry he likened childhood “spring-cleaning” under
the austere direction of a mother (referred to as Sadie!)
who was determined to purify the house. With spiritual
ambidexterity, he used various cleaning products
whose brand “names” accentuated a spiritual tribute,
much to the delight of mothers and members present.

BETHEL METROPOLITAN
BAPTIST CHURCH
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church extends an
invitation to “Share the Gospel Fix in 2006.” We
communicate God’s Word at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
services on Sunday, Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.,
Bible Study and Teen Summit on Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 pm. We also encourage the community.,
to utilize our Hour of’Prayer, Monday-Saturday at
12:00 noon.
The Scholarship Ministry Banquet will be held
on Saturday, May 20th at 6:00 pm. The theme for
this year’s event is “Go Forth and Shine.” The
speaker will be Charis Johnson. For ticket informa
tion, call the church office.
Bethel Metropolitan has been invited to share in
the celebration of the 117th Anniversary of the Good
Hope Missionary Baptist Church in Bartow, FL.
Service will begin at 3:00 pm. Our Inspirational
Choir along with the Male Ministry Ushers will
serve. The entire church family looks forward to this
fellowship.
Pathfinders Summer Camp is registering children
for the summer program. If you are looking for a
safe, fun and enriching experience for your
child(ren) ages 5-12 years we have the place for
you. Camp begins May 22nd and runs through July
28th, Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m.-5:30 pm. A limited
number of spaces are available. For additional
information and fees call Pearl Anthony at
(727) 328-2409.

The New Hope family invites you to worship
with us on Sunday morning. Our morning begins
with Sunday School at 9:00. There are special classes
taught for adults and classes available for every
youth. Bring the entire family to leam more about
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New Hope
Male Chorus leading the congregation in praise.
The Music team consists- of Michael MeKenny,
Vernard MeKenny, and Marcus Childs, As we continue
with the 93rd Anniversary Celebration of New Hope
Baptist Church, the morning Guest Preacher is Dr.
Joseph Gordon. The culmination service will be held
at 4:00p.m. with Reverend Patrick A. Miller and the
Bethlehem -Baptist Church of Sarasota as our
guests. We will be delighted to have you worship
with us at either service. Won’t you join us?
New Hope will worship with St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, Reverend Brian K. Brown, pastor
on Wednesday evening, May 24th at 7:00.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)

Join us on Wednesday evening, May 31st at 7:00
pm. for praise and Bible Study. We are presently
studying Ways of Holiness by Stephen Olford. Join
us in learning more about how to become better
Christians.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at

11:00. Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous
availeth much. Come, let’s praise God together.
“Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord
and shun evil. This will bring health to your body
and nourishment to your bones.” -Proverbs 3:7-8

BETHEL AFRICAN
METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
Historic Bethel AME Church located at 912 3rd
Avenue North in downtown St. Petersburg, FL under
the pastorage of Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, cordially invites
the local and commuting church community to join us
in our worship services each Sunday morning beginning
at 10:30 am. Bethel shares in the AME mission of
ministering to the spiritual, intellectual, physical,
emotional, and environmental needs of all people by
spreading Christ’s liberating gospel through word and
deed.
Bethel’s Women Ministry will host a Skating Party
on Friday evening, May 19,2006 at 6:30 pm. The min
istry is soliciting individuals interested in joining us for
an evening of bowling and fun. Contact Odessa Banks
for additional information by contacting the Church
Office at (727) 822-2089, Monday-Friday 10:00 am.-4:00 pm.
On Sunday, May 21,2006,4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., in
the Williams-Harris Fellowship hall, the Bethel family
will host it’s Annual Calendar Tea. This is a time when
members of Bethel gather to promote their individual
birth months. The Calendar Tea is spearheaded by Ms.
Debra Still, along with co-chairperson Sonja Felton,
Rejie Williams, and Craig Swain. Our theme for this
year’s event is: “A Rainbow of Love”. The local church
community is invited to attend this fun filled activity.
Please come and support your calendar month by making
a modest donation. We solicit your continual prayers
for this and other events. We look forward to seeing
you there. Please plan to attend.
Bethel also offers on a weekly basis many church
ministries. Among them are:
• Sun. morning feeding ministry 8:00a.m.-9:00a.m.
• Sun. morning Church School
9:00a.m.-l0:30a.m.
• Sun. morning worship service
10:30a.m.
• Mon. & Wed. evenings
5:30p.m.-7:00p.m.
Tutorial & Homework assistance
• Tues. evenings
7:00p.m.-8:30p.m.
Weekly Bible Study
• Wed. evenings
6:00p.m.-7:00p.m.
Music Ministry
• Junior Church
• Women’s Missionary/Yf’D
For more information on these and other ministries and
activities, contact the Church Office M-F 10:00a.m.-4:00p jn,
at (727) 822-2089 or by e-mail Bethell894@knology.net.

727- 328- 8037

Pastors Corner
The religious community has always played
an integral part in uniting our community. The
Weekly Challenger supports the community.
j
In an effort to express our continued support,
we are asking our pastors, whom we consider as
leaders in our community, to speak with words to
inform, uplift, inspire, and encourage.
Every week a different pastor will be featured |
in this column.
The

Priceless

Gift of i

Motherhood
The month of May does
not only usher in the beautiful
fragrance of spring, the excitement
of proms, grad-nites, baccalau
reates , and ultimately gradua
tions. It also gives everyone an
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.
Pastor of the
opportunity to pause and thank
Friendship Missionary .
God for the priceless gift of
Baptist Church, Inc.
motherhood.
In a recent CNN newscast, a survey was
conducted to place a price on the work and wealth
of mothers. Taking into consideration economical
rates and job requirements of mothers, economists
concluded a mother’s wages would be approximately
$134,000 annually. This may seem like a .large
sum of money; however, I submit it is not too
much for a mother’s tender touch, incredible
teaching talents and skilled ability to disseminate
both tough and tender love. For according to
Solomon, her price is far above rubies. She is
priceless.
I was quite disturbed with a recent news
report of a mother who left her child for dead in a
trash dumpster in Lakeland, Florida. This was a
horrific, tragic, and senseless act, not only for the
innocent victim but also for the high honor God
places on motherhood. The gift of motherhood is
not only priceless, but truly an honor, a blessing
and favor with God. Having lost my beloved
mother in 2002,1 can honestly tell you that there
is ho earthly commodity of any value that can take
the place of a Christian mother.
• I commend the many mothers struggling to
raise children and grandchildren. Please know
your valiant efforts will be rewarded. I pray you
receive an overwhelming supply of joy and
delight in your children that .will sustain you
through the trials of motherhood. For mothers are
worthy of every kind expression of love for
unconditionally accepting and embracing the
priceless gift of motherhood.

FRIENDSHIP
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ.........Phil 1:6”

We all have seasons and times in our lives when our
walk with God isn’t where it should be, or where we
would like it to be. These times may be called dry spells,
but we can keep them from becoming a drought with
regular prayer, Bible study and meaningful relationships
with other Christians. Durihg these times do you think of
yourself as a garden or a flower bed that is half-weeded?
If so, know that God is the perfect gardener, he created us
and knows what’s best and will always finish the good
work he started in us.
Dr, John A. Evans, Sr., God’s anointed and appointed
under shepherd of the $hip along with the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church family as a whole, located at
3300 31st. Street So., gladly welcome each of you this
coming Sunday into God’s house. With open arms we
welcome each of you, as our open invitation to worship is
extended with sincere hearts.
First sail at 7:45 a.m. (early morning worship), moving
into Port at 9:30 a.m. (church school), setting second sail
at 10:45 a.m. (mid-morning worship). There is room for
all as the SHIP moves forward with The Vision given by
God Almighty....... ............. ...... “The Vision Continues”.
Theme for the Month of May, “Living a Prayer Life.”
There is healing in prayer.
God has armed Pastor Evans with the Vision for the
Venture to help proclaim the Victory,
Join us for Bible Study every Wednesday at 12:00 and
7:00 p.m.
Friendship will celebrates it’s 78th Church Anniversary,
commencing June 11,2006 with our Kickoff Service and
Auxiliary Day. More information to follow.
Visit our website at www.fmbctheship.org for other
church events and activities
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RELIGIOUS NEWS continued

Ministers Pledge To Educate
Congregations About Health Issues
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP)-Black Baptist
ministers concluded an annual meeting
with a pledge to improve the health of
their congregants and reach out to the
state’s prison population.
The Baptist Educational and Missionary
Convention of South Carolina will partner
with the state Department of Health and
Environmental Control to promote
education about disease prevention and
healthy living.
The Rev. Hiram Spain Jr., executive
secretary of the convention, said the project
would begin with 10 congregations with
a focus on heart disease, diabetes, high

blood pressure and obesity, each of
which disproportionately affect blacks.
Chaplains w.ith the state Corrections
Department urged the ministers to
continue reaching out to the prison
population. Spain said his congregation
at St. Mark Baptist Church in Columbia,
participates in the Prison to Praise
ministry. The program links newly
released inmates with congregations
who help them rebuild their liVfes.
The convention, which wrapped up
a five-day meeting Friday, represents
about 240,000 black Christians and 600
churches, in the state.
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Enrolling Now

Alumni Singers to hold annual Spring Concert

For 2006-2007
Tire Alumni Stagers .fflf St Petersburg, continuing to celebrate more

Kindergarten - 8th Grade

than “25 years of Singing with Love and Harmony,” will hold their annual
Spring Concert on Sunday, May 21,2006, at 4:00 p.to. The location fortab

• Fully Accredited curriculum

event will be Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church, 180018tb Avenue

• Christian Environment

soutb,itt St.petersburg.

• Computer Classes

Alumni Singers was formed daring the commemoration of Gibbs High

• Math, Reading & Writing Lab

School’s 50th Anniversary. The gronp is under the direction of Robert L
Anders, and is accompanied by Dorothy Jenkins, The interdenominational

• P.E., Music, & Art Classes

Stagers are dedicated to the preservation of the African-American -

• Vegetarian Meals

experience and now includes atomni from high school and college choirs

• Before and After School Program

acrossthe country,

• Caring Staff

The choir holds two major concerts each year; once in the spring aud

• Small class size

again during the Christmas holiday ia December, Other events in the past
year include: The Festival <rf Spirituals during Black History month 2005, a

Educating The Head, The Heart, & The Hand"

weeklong “Meet The Composer” workshop wMb gospel composer and pianist

821-6th Avenue South

Glenn Burleigh, ia October 2005, and most recently, a concert for the

St. Petersburg, Fl 33701

dedication of a memorial statue of legendaryperfortner, Ray Charles in bis
hometownofGree»viifo,Eiorida

For Registration Packet, Call 727-023-1619

P.O.Box 10238 • St. Petersburg, FL33733 «(727) 323-7004 » Eax (727) 864-3040

Resting Place For Civil-Rights
Leader Daisy Bates Neglected
LITTLE ROCK (AP) Haven of Rest Cemetery,
the burial place of civilrights leader Daisy Bates,
is in slipshod condition and
in danger of being lost to
the past.
Years of neglect have
left the cemetery without a
clear owner, controlled by
a court-appointed receiver
and owing the Internal
Revenue Service more than
$1 million. A debt of some
$200,500 to the Arkansas
Cemetery Board’s fund for
troubled cemeteries also
has gone unpaid.
Melrita Russ Bonner,
whose mother-in-law Jewelene
Bonner is buried there,
says, “People who have
people out there aren’t in
the financial position to do
much. It is a really sad
situation. It really just
makes you want to cry.”
Reps. Jodie Mahony, D-El
Dorado, and Wilhelmina
Lewellen, D-Little Rock,
and Sen. Tracy . Steele,
D-North Little Rock, have
been meeting with city
officials but have found no
solution.
Mahony says state offi
cials are aware that helping
one cemetery could set a
precedent for helping others.
The historically black
cemetery was founded in
1932. More than 12,000
people are buried there.
Among them are Bates,
who guided the black
students who made national
history when they integrated
Central High School in
1957; Lena Lowe Jordan, a

black registered nurse who Thames says. “I’m scared
was instrumental in bringing I’m going to fall because
hospital services to the everywhere you walk, you
black community, and Scipio sink. There’s so many
A. Jones, a prominent holes.”
The companies that
black Little Rock lawyer
controlled
the cemetery,
who died in 1943.
Also buried at Haven owned by Will’ and Rita
of Rest are Joseph Albert Acklin, were placed in
Booker, a black editor and receivership in October
educator who served on a 2001 at the request of the
city commission that sought Arkansas Cemetery Board.
to clean up the red-light Mike Spades, attorney for
districts in the early 1900s. the board, says the state
Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis has has done virtually every
conducted a study of the thing it can do. The board
cemetery for the Arkansas fund itself has only about*
chapter of the Afro-American $27,000 in it.
Melinda Raley of the
Historical and Genealogical
Society, and says the oldest city attorney’s office says
graves at Raven of Rest city leaders haven’t ruled
out taking over the cemetery,
date back to 1916.'
but
the city is still in the
“What sets it apart is
that it’s the resting place of fact-finding stage. Little
many of Little Rock’s most Rock already owns and
notable African-Americans operates Mount Holly and
of the last 100 years,” says Oakland Fraternal cemeteries.
Patrick Ralston, deputy A Pulaski County Circuit
director of the Arkansas judge entered a foreclosure
Historic Preservation Program. decree on the property in
But the graveyard has 2000, and Spades says it’s,
no serious prospects for possible the property may
future income. Nearly all eventually be sold at public
the burial sites on the 17 auction.
acres are taken. Mean
while, it costs about $2,500
just to mow the grass
Courtesy M. A. Binns Studio, Little Rock
because the grounds are
uneven and crews must
work around thousands of
upright tombstones. Avis
Thames, the daughter of
Jewelene Bonner, often
takes a WeedEater with her
when she visits her mother’s
grave.
But “I’ve recently had
Daisy Bates (1958)
a stroke, and it’s hard for
me to get out there,”

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

HZion,

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Salih J©hh Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tainpabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning
8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Moming
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Scheduled Services:

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00r8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Are you' a

Sabbath Observer?

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

None

Looking fix
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere:
Well, Come to the House of God.

The House of God
Wednesday 7:30 pm.
BISHOP JOHNNY
WILLIAMS and wife, LADY
CALQUETTA WILLIAMS
Daughters of Zion Women's Ministry Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study

Mondays - 7:30 RM.
Praise & Worship Joy Night

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.
Sunday Available for Service

Praise & Worship Service
•

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr. .

Church: 813-248-1907
3403 N. 34th Street

blshopwllliamstampa@hotmail.com

Tampa, Fl 33605

Is

Perfect
But
The
Father!

Sunday School..................................................8:00a.m.
Worship Service ......................
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Greater St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912 3rd

Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Bethel1894@knology.net
Sunday School

................................................9:30 a.m.
MorningWorship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting
& Teachers Meeting

Rev. Clyde Williams

We

Breakfast Ministry....................Sunday 8:00AM
Church School ................................................9:00 AM
Morning Worship. ............... ............ ,........... 10:30AM
Bible Study............................. Tuesday 7:00PM
Youth Church ............... Mon & Wed 5:30PM
Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

welcome you at all times.

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

Mount Olive AME Church — Tampa

Ordained Missionary

First Baptist Institutional Church

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Johnnie Mae Howard

"The Church With A Vision"
1747 West LaSalle Street Tampa, FL

Call: 727 895-5239

813-254-5045

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

A Woman After
God’s
Own Heart...

Spiritually
Connected
Call for Prayers &
Testimonies

Reverend and

Lady James C.
Givens Pastor

Sunday (Church) School

............................. .9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship..................

....................11:00 a.m.

First Sunday Worship.....

.7:45 aan. and 11 ajn.

Wednesday Bible Study .

......................7:00 p.m.
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

Davis
Mamarial Baptist Church
P.

www.bmmbc.org

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

8:00 am • 11:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

“God’s House In The City”

Pastor
Sunday School.................................................. 9:30am
Morning Worship........................................... 11:00am
Rev. Rickey L. Houston

6:00pm

Evening Service...................................
Prayer Meeting, Bible Study

JCeftr

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL-33712
email: mchurchl @tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

2700 5th Ave. So., St.
Petersburg, Fla.

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services
Sunday School
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)
Bible Study

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
Early Morning Worship ................................... .7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ............................. ..
.9:30 a.m.
‘Morning Worship ............................................... 11:00 aan.
Monday - Bible Study .;............. .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ....................... 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service .......................6:00 p.m. •
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service ......................................... j .7:00 p.m.
Pastor
All Male Bible Study, Thursday ......................6:30 p.m.

Wednesday..........7:30pm

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

727-327-2009

("The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

(CummunUu drurd)

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin...................... .....................................................
Associate Pastor.
Finance Ministry............. ............................................................................................ . James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry......................................................... ......................... . . Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry ................................................................................................ ...................Wyvonnia McGee

Lakeview Presbyterian Church

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712 .
(813) 327-0593

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

/Pentecostal Tcipplc djutcl) of God in Christ

- 1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-0784
Sunday Worship - 10:30am

(Nursery Provided)

Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
'

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

Home of Operation Attack

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with otir God."

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.

10th Street Church Of God

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phillipians 3:14 “J press towards the mark for the

(727)898-9407

Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m,
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

Sunday

Wednesday
Saturday

“(A. cfiurch •working togetherfor the uykuiCding of Qocfs kingdom”

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Friendship
3300 31st Street South

Elder: Tony Smith
900 - 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
„ , L

„

Dr. John A. Evans,

www.tmbctheship.org

PastOT

Sunday................7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School........................................ 9:30 AM
Wednesday..............Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday............... ......7 PM Youth Enrichment

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
‘‘Serving and Saving," “Helping and Healing/'
"Inspiring and Instructing," "Praying and Praising."

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Missionary Baptist
Churdi

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Macedonia Freewill Baptist
Church

Sunday School
....................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........
.............,...............11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer................... .........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study..................... .7:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631
www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ...........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.............. .... .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .......5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday ......... 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

‘Creating a T-Caven ofldoye, Tdefy, and (Headingfor Cfirist”

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Queen Street
Church

Of God In Christ

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Gkusiak
2550 9th Avenue S. • St, Petersburg, FL

Sunday Service.................................. ........11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays...,...:...... ......................... ..........7:30 p.m.

Bro. Robert Smith

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Seirvice
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Sunday Morning Bible Class
Sunday Morning Worship . .
Ladies Bible Class Monday .
Sunday Evening Worship ,.
Monday Evening Bible "lass
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

. .9:00. a.m.
.10:30 a.m.
. .7:00 p.m.
. .5:00 p.m.
. .7:00 p.m.
. .7:00 p.m.

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”
Rev. G. M. Curry

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Sunday

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)896-5228

8am, 10am Morning Worship
lst & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

, Monday

The Rock

of

Sunday Services:

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Church School------ -------- 9:15 a.m< - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ,10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

ChurchSchool
Praise & Worship Service

9 am
10:30 am

Wednesday Services:
Midweek P.U.S ,H. (Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study) ,
7 pm

Wednesday
Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Rev. Carlos Senior

Thursday

Pastor

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Childs Park United Methodist Church)
Telephone#: (727) 327-0015 • Fax#: (727)327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

Monday. Wednesday. Saturday
6am Prayer

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

(formerly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

_z-

r w-/-

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday
MorningWorship
Feed The Homeless

3200 Fifth Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)327-1373

Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.
Pastor

Early Morning Worship..................................................7:30a.nl.
Sunday School....... ....................................
.9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship......................................................................11:00a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting..7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting..................................... ....... 11:00 aan.
“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Abundant Harvest
Worship Center
4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
(727) 374-1864

Wednesday
Bible Study

10:45 AM
2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Log on:
tor Maceo and
imika McGriff
“WaCking Tn

www.travelwiththechurch.com
. (to book your travel engagements) , ’

“TKc

Promised Vision’

Place your ad here
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Advertise your next garage sale here • Call Today! to place your ad * (727) 896-2922
THE BOSS BREAK - FEATURING AL WILLIAMS
ON THE YAMAHA ORGAN, PLAYING THE MUSIC
FROM THE “MANHATTAN CASINO”

(^IMectwns ^Uniform

•Fabric and Mud Cloth

(Medical Uniforms)

•Tailored designs

LET US PLAY FOR YOUR FAMILY REUNIONS,

CORPORATE FUNCTIONS
CALL

(727) 823-2864

’Event fashion shows

•Fashion Accessories

CLUB DANCES, PRIVATE PARTIES,
WEDDINGS (CEREMONY AND RECEPTION),

‘Roca Shell Jewelry

Owners
Michelle (727) 687-1078
Ty (727) 729-0340

We look forward to seeing you and all your friends!

P.O. Box 350551
St Petersburg, FL 33705

Lay-A-Way acceptable
5937 Central Avanue. St. Petersburg, F"L 33713

(727) 3E1-G53S

Houses For Rent
Boley Centers, Inc.

Downstairs

has employment opportunities available.

860 20th Avenue South

Great Food!

Please call our jobline or visit our website
for an up-to-date list of our openings.

St. Petersburg

Breakfast • Lunch

Jobline: (727) 821-4819x8

3 BR / 1 BA; Washer/Dryer;

website:

Dinner

www.boleycenters.org

Central A/H

Stephanie’s Catering Service

Available now - $850 month;

Firefighter/Paramedic
,

$1,000 deposit

“Food for tha soul...”

$38 365-$59,984

Delivery available

CLOSE: NO CLOSING DATE

Phone: 727.209.0177 • Fax in your order: 727.209.0178

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

Firefighter/EMT

Upstairs

401 34th St. N., St. Petersburg, FL33713 (Mosley Motel)

$32,510 - $50,834

860 20th Avenue South

CLOSE: NO CLOSING DATE

Steyfianie’s Catering (Presents:

St. Petersburg

A T^asfe of SouC §aCa

Firefighting and Emergency work.

2 BR /1 BA; Central A/H
Available June 1 - $700 month;
$1,000 deposit
13070 North 118th Street, Largo
4 BR / 1 BA; Central A/H
Available now - $975 month;

Must be a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate and must meet all criteria of

Saturday June 3rd 2006

the City’s current “Selection Standards for Firefighter Positions”. Candidates must also
possess and maintain both Firefighter and Emergency Medical Technician Certificates as
issue by the State ofFlorida. Must also be in possession of a valid State ofFlorida Class
“E” driver’s license. Must be a non .user of tobacco products.

Soul Food Fantasy • 401 34th Street N.,,St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Stephanie’s Catering Cordially Invites you to attend A Night of Soul, Fashionable Food

For additional selection standards, benefit and salary information, please refer to our

R.S.V.P. by May 19, 2006 • Limited Seating

website: HTTP://www.stpete■org/firepay.htm The Employment Office is located at:
Employment Div. 1 4th Street North 4th Floor, St. Petersburg, FL. Office hours: Mon,

3 |@|BlglBlEii@lBJ@lBJglBiBlBI@iBlBi@l@JBI@l@JBlBlBl@lBl@lSl@iBlBlBI31BJ3IS131B313J3I@lBlBEIBlBlBIBI@ElBlBlBlBlBlBIBlBlBl^lSligii3IBJBfgjgj |

Presentations, featured Art Guest, Design Fruit Baskets, Shrimp Cocktail, Specialty
Cakes, Drinks and much more!

$20.00 advance, $30.00 door

Wed & Fri between 8AM-4:30PM.

$1,000 deposit

Section 8 Welcome
All Units
Call: 813-404-6307

Hours:
Mon-Thurs
8 AM - 9 PM
Fri & Sat
8 AM-12 PM
Sun
10 AM-4 PM

POLICE OFFICER

GULFCOAST LEGAL SERVICES, INC.
FAIR HOUSING INITIATIVE PROGRAM

$38,204 - $57,716

WANTED: HOUSING DISCRIMINATION TESTERS

No Closing Date

EARN EXTRA CASH
ATTEND TRAININGS AT GULFCOAST

Police work involving the protection of life and property through the enforcement of laws
and ordinances. Must be a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate. We require
sixty (60) college hours however; applicants with thirty (30) college credit hours are

Call for info about our upcoming tester training. Trainings are held regularly.

eligible to apply. Must be at least 19, and meet all other criteria of the current ASelection
Standards for Police Officer Positions® as set forth by the City of St. Petersburg.

Telephone: (727) 821-0726, ext. 366

The position is on-call and testers receive a stipend for their efforts.

For additional selection standards, benefit and salary information, please refer to our
Three "Roses" at Every Closing

website: http://www.stpete.org/police The Employment Office is located at: Employment
Div. 1 4th Street North 4th Floor, St. Petersburg, FL. Office hours: Mon, Wed & Fri
between 8AM-4:30PM.

SELLER

BROKER

BUYER

TRIPLE ROSE REALTY

LAUNDRY TECHS, Must he able to stand for long periods of time & able to work in a
warn environment. Able to wear shorts, tank tops & must wear tennis shoes. Responsible
for putting linens on a conveyor belt as it rolls through the machine it will be dried,
pressed, and folded. Items will then be packed ready to be shipped back to the customer.
Criminal background check. Mon-Fri, 40+ hours per week.
Contact Dave at Worknet Pinellas, St Pete Career Center 727-329-1490 Ext 113 or
email resume to dlangstaff@worknetpinellas.org

EEO/DFWP/VETPREF

Complete Real Estate Services or Refeirals

Mordecai Walker, Broker
Phone 7274598-6543
Fax
727-550-0815

Cell 727-439-6567
E-Mail 3roserealty@vetteon.net

|M

231 Driftwood Road S.E.

St. Petersburg, FL33705

S.

REALTOR *

w ♦.*

ch arIes §
[WTENbERqS
“X

ftanJarJ.,!

BARbARA HAMRich
ReaItor9

"
Direct

I 545 S. Belches Rd.
CIearwater,

Line: (727) 867-7946
Cell: (727) 515-8101

FL 35764

Fax:

(727) 867-7949

EmaiI: blhamrich @ aol.com

3402 E.22ND AVE.
TAMPA, FLORIDA 33605

Entomologist & Certified Operator

o

&

til

-J*

■

fi

&

-4b

W’’

We Buy Houses

Got Termites?
Call Bugs Exterminators
JACKIE L. HEARNS

'Mt

3 Days Cash

Any Area, Any Condition
Pre-Foreclosure z Bankruptcy z Divorce
Code Enforcement Z Probate

OFFICE (813) 247-4967
FAX (813) 247-9857

ctiAiilesg!

obERCiS
a

L45 s MciwhteAd

3651 42nd Ave. South, Suite C-104

PLEASE

St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

SUPPORT OUR

FAST CASH! CALL NOW!

PAPER RY

(813) 980-1104 Z (813) 785-5904

t !•»«>« ».1l IJ/64
C>7-518-9700

Kwh

S

!oif\so\

www.3dayscash.com

REED CHIROPRACTIC, P.L.L.C.

SUPPORTING

c e(! /?z-?/o-6n»o

OUR

IV 7?/.fi6AKj6O

AOVERTISERS

email: bob@3dayscash.com

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

S-MAil

ALF anyone? 3,000 sq. ft.
4 Bedroom/3Bath home
Plus 2 Duplexes perfect for
an ALF located in Clearwater.
Think of the income!!
Asking

$800,000.

PICK OF THE WEEK!
Dr. Kelly M. Reed, Jh

Ms. Patricia Williams, L.M.T.

NEW OFFICE LOCATION .

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE
HEALTH CARE
MASSAGE THERAPY

i&Sl

DOG DAYS

17-1931-42-

FLORIDA
LOTTO

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS, SPORTS INJURIES,
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY

Call Mrs. Cooper

CA$H 3
1-4

1-6 2-1

Accepting roost insurance plans and /ILL Major Credit Cards

Bayline Realty
727-204-6183

080

CALL (727) 864-1882

156

199

204 367 654

2-5 3-1
4-8
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THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY
May 21
1862 - Mary Patterson becomes the first Black woman in U.S. History to be awarded a Masters Degree.
She earned it from Oberlin College in Ohio.
1881 - Blanche Kelso Bruce is sworn in as a Senator from Mississippi. He became the first
Black man to serve a full term in the United States Senate. During his service, he advocated
for the political and social rights of Blacks, Indians and Chinese immigrants.

May 22
1863 - The War Department establishes the Bureau of Colored Troops and began to aggressively recruit Blacks
for the Civil War. The Black troops would play a major role in turning the tide of battle against the rebellious
Southern slave states.

May 24
1854 -Anthony Bums, one of the most celebrated fugitive slaves in American history, is captured
by deputy U.S. Marshals in Boston. But at the time anti-slavery feeling was running high in
Boston and it was one of the cities which had vowed not to obey the Fugitive Slave Act - a
federal law which required even those opposed to slavery to help slave owners capture run-away slaves. For
fear that Boston residents would help Bums escape to Canada, the U.S.
government sent 2,000 troops to Boston to assist in returning Bums to Virginia. Thousands lined the streets as
Bums was marched to a ship on June 3rd for a trip back South. However, a Black Boston church raised the
money to purchase Bums and within a year ot tits capture, lie was back in Boston a tree man.
1944 j. Legendary singer Patti LaBelle is bom Patricia Louise Holte in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

1959 - Benjamin O. Davis, Jr, becomes the first African American general in the U.S. Air Force
His father, Benjamin O. Davis, Srt, had been the first Black general in the U.S. Army.
1966 - Entertainer Bill Cosby, becomes the first African American to receive an Emmy for
Best Actor in a dramatic series - for his role in “I Spy.”

May 23
1921 - “Shuffle Along” - the first of a succession of widely popular Black musicals performed
for white audiences - opened at the 63rd Street Theatre in New York City becoming the first
African American Broadway musical. The musical comedy combined the talents of the
legendary team of Eubie Blake and Noble Sissle. “Shuffle Along” produced a long list of hits
including “Shuffle Along,” “I’m Just Wild About Harry,” “Gypsy Blues,” and “Love Will Find A
Way.”
J
1981 - Legendary Reggae artist Bob Marley is given an official state funeral in his hoitieland of
Jamaica. He had died of cancer on May 11th in Miami. Marley and his band “The Wailers” had
made Reggae popular worldwide with such hits as “Stir It Up” and “No Woman, No Cry.” He
was considered the first third world superstar and a prophet of the Rastafarian religion. He was
only 36 when he died. His body now lies in a mausoleum in Jamaica.

May 25

.

1878 _ World renowned dancer Bill Bojangles Robinson is bom in Richmond, Virginia.
Robinson was one of the best and best-known dancers in America up until the 1940’s. He was
known for his sensational footwork and speed. He once set a world record running the 75yard-dash in backwards in 8.2 seconds. But his “Bojangles” style - designed to please white audiences angered some Blacks. However, he became a wealthy man appearing in 15 motion pictures after the 1930’s.
1919 — Wealthy cosmetics empire owner, Madame C J. Walker, dies ori this day at her estate oh Irvington-onthe-Hudson in New York. Walker is generally believed to have been the first Black millionaire in American
history.
1926 - Famed Jazz trumpeter and composer Miles Davis was bom on this day in 1926.

May 26
e of the premier
Black actresses and top sex symbols of the 1970’s playing in a host of so-called “black exploitation movies.”
1949 - Pamela Suzeiie Grier is bum in Winsluii-Salem, North Carolina. Pam Grier becumes on

Residential * (nmnwiiwl • Debt (nnsnlitltil ion • Home Equity Loans • First l ime Home Rovers

May 27

Interim

1958 - Emest Green graduates from Little Rock, Arkansas’ Central High School becoming the first black to do
PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM AND URBAN COUNTY
2006-2007 ACTION PLAN

|”'“f

I

s

www.icmloans.com

-I '

3 ,

I

Capital Mortgage

Community Development Block Grant, Emergency Shelter Grant, HOME, and American Dream Downpayment Initiative Programs
The Pinellas County Consortium has in place a Five-Year (FY2006-FY2010) Consolidated Plan that identifies housing and community
development needs, priorities, objectives, and strategies. A one-year Action Plan (FY2006-2007) has now been prepared to address
needs identified in the Five-Year Strategy. This notice provides a summary of FY2006-2007 projects and funding, and gives locations

2935 IstAvenue North Suite 5
St, Petersburg. FI 33713

'

727 321-9^36 arIhBrree866-763-8111

ConctoConversions oJumbo Loans « Atliustable & Fixed Rates (4o,3os.isyr terms) • Pay Options Available •

+

for reviewing the Action Plan.
The Pinellas County Consortium consists of the Urban County and the City of Largo, with Pinellas County serving as administrator of
the HOME program. Currently the Urban County includes all of the unincorporated areas and twenty cities cooperating ip Pinellas
County’s CDBG program. Funding sources of proposed projects are the Pinellas County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) programs, and the Consortium’s HOME Investment Partnership, including American Dream Downpayment Initiative (ADDI) Programs.

Pinellas County

Funds expected to be available are as follows (the City of Largo is advertising their CDBG funding and proposed projects separately):
$3,129,703 CDBG Entitlement
$1,711,226 HOME Entitlement
$600,000 CDBG Program Income
$134,355 ESG Entitlement

Urban League

$950,000 HOME Program & Recapture
$36,898 ADDI Entitlement

$ 6,562,182 Total
Another major funding source is the State Housing Initiative Partnership Program.
The $6,640,365 in State funds is included below to indicate how housing goals will be met.
2006-07 Funds are proposed to be allocated as follows:

Dansville Neighborhood Revitalization Area

28TH ANNUAL
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY DAY BANQUET

Continuation of Phase III infrastructure. $200,000. CDBG.

Greater Ridgecrest Area (GRA) Neighborhood Strategy Area (CDBG Funds)
Gooden Crossing Sidewalks. $120,000; and YMCA of the Suncoast, Greater Ridgecrest Branch Operations and Services. $340,000.

Central Lealman Target Area (CDBG Funds)
Family Center Newsletter. $15,000.

High Point Neighborhood Strategy Area (CDBG Funds)
Construction of High Point Family Center. $900,000.

Cooperating Cities: Public Facilities and Improvements (CDBG Funds)

Thursday, May 25, 2006
Renaissance Vinoy Hotel
501 Fifth Ave. NE, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33701

City of Pinellas Park sidewalks. $250,000.

Other Public Facilities and Improvements
< Family Service Center Turner Street Rehabilitation. $300,000. CDBG.
Religious Community Services Haven Maintenance/Operations/Rehabilitation $38,517 ESG.
Religious Community Services Grace House, Maintenance/Operations/Rehabilitation $17,650 ESG.
Homeless Emergency Project, Maintenance/Operations. $31,470 ESG.

Demolition
Demolition and Clearance of deteriorated structures and vacant developable land. $25,000. CDBG.

Public Services'
Pinellas Opportunity Council Chore Services. $30,000. CDBG; Religious Community Services Haven Essential Services. $26,339.
ESG; ReligiousCommunity Services Grace House Essential Services. $13,661. ESG; Security/Utility Deposit Project. $20,000. CDBG;

Reception SC Silent Auction - 5:30 p.m. (Foyer)

Emergency Assistance Project. $20,000. CDBG.

Housing Preservation
Housing Preservation Owner Occupied. $200,000 HOME and $2,291,000 SHIP; Housing Preservation Rental. $205,000 CDBG
and $2,000,000 SHIP; and Housing Preservation City of Largo. $165,032. HOME.

Dinner - 6:30 p.m. (Palm Court Ballroom)

Housing Production
Housing Production Owner Occupied. $295,000 CDBG and $500,000 HOME; and Housing Production Rental. $1,295,453
HOME and $896,000 SHIP.

Housing Opportunities
Housing Opportunities (Ownership). $200,000 HOME, $36,898 ADDI, and $577,000 SHIP; Housing Opportunities Largo Down

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Payment Assistance. $44,618. HOME.

Housing Services

Shelley Broader
President and Chief Operating Officer

Sweetbay Supermarket and Kash

nz

Karry

Award Recipients
for this year will include:
Larry Newsome

Shelley Broader

Urban Development Solutions

Sweetbay Supermarket

Housing Counseling Services and Self Sufficiency Services. $175,629. SHIP.

Contingency
For cost overruns and additional emergency funding. $243,762. CDBG. Davis Bacon monitoring. $20,000 CDBG and $10,000 HOME.

Administration
$998,781 Federal Grants; $571,537 State Grants

Alternates: If additional funding becomes available, the following projects are proposed: Lealman Ailey Improvements. $50,000. CDBG;
Other Public Facilities for the Community and/or Special Needs Populations, including, but not limited to: Lighthouse of Pinellas at the
Watson Center Air Conditioning. $77,569. CDBG; Religious Community Service Food Pantry Generator. $62,000. CDBG; Greene
Chapel Community Center Building. $50,000. CDBG; Historic Preservation. $25,000. CDBG; Homeless Emergency Project Apartment
Construction. $400,000. CDBG.
Approximately 83% of Pinellas County CDBG funds are allocated to activities which principally benefit low and moderate income
households; the remainder will fund activities eliminating slum and blight.
No displacement is anticipated at this time. However, the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan required under
the CDBG program is available for viewing at the Pinellas County Community Development Department at the address listed below.

Availability for Viewing

for their contributions
to the Midtown Development Project

A draft of the Pinellas County Consortium 2006-2007 Action Plan is available for viewing at the following locations May 18 to June 18,
2006. Public comments on the Plans are invited during this period and should be sent to the Pinellas County Community Development
Department at the address below.
• Pinellas County Community Development Department, 600 Cleveland Street,
Suite 800, Clearwater, FL 33755

To receive information about this year's event,
contact the Urban League at (727) 327-2081

• City of Largo Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, FL 33779
• North County Connection Center at the Pinellas County Utilities Department,
2431 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor, FL 34684
• Southeast County Connection Center, 3875 54th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33714.
• Southwest County. Connection Center at the Pinellas County Utilities Service Center, 8202 113th Street Seminole, FL 33772
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Healthful Ways To Keep Your Cool
(NAPSA)—When the weather’s
warm, it’s almost too easy to rely on
ice cream, soda, popsicles and other
frosty sweets for refreshment. How
ever, there are delicious ways to
cool off without making the hope of
a trim waistline melt away.

.

For instance, you can eat some
thing sweet, feel refreshed and
still get your recommended five
fruits and veggies a day with the
recipes below. Easy to make and
even easier to enjoy, smoothies
and sorbets made with light and
healthy canned Bartlett pears are
a refreshing antidote to a hot
afternoon. Added bonus: The
pears contain no fat or cholesterol

Chill Out—These cool and
refreshing treats, made with
canned Bartlett pears, can be a
nutritious and delicious way to
beat the heat___________________

and are a good source of potas

Blissful Pear Sorbet
Makes 6 Servings

sium and fiber.
For

more

refreshing

Korean Cubano

and

healthy recipes, visit the Web site
www.eatcannedpears.com.

Pear Yogurt Ginger Smoothie
Makes 4 Servings
1 can (15 ounces) Bartlett
pear halves or slices,
drained
3 cups nonfat vanilla yogurt
% cup nonfat milk
% teaspoon ground ginger
5 ice cubes
In blender or food proces
sor container, puree pears.
Add yogurt, milk, ginger and
ice cubes, process until well
blended.
Nutritional Information
(Per Serving): Calories 183}
Protein 9g; Carbohydrate 37g;
Fiber 2g; Fat lg; Cholesterol
4mg; Sodium 118mg.

AT

Makes 6

2 cups water
1 cup sugar
1 can (15 ounces) Bartlett
pears, well drained
2 tablespoons fresh lemon
juice

6 soft white rolls

In saucepan, heat water
and sugar until sugar is well
dissolved. Cool syrup to room
temperature. In blender con
tainer, combine up to onehalf of the syrup and pears;
blend until smooth. Stir in
lemon juice and remaining
syrup. Freeze in small (1quart) ice cream freezer
according to manufacturer’s
directions.
Nutritional Information
(Per Serving): Calories 166;
Carbohydrate Og; Fiber Og;
Protein Og; Fat Og; Sodium
7mg.

PUBLIX,

SAVING

i

(tf available, use soft
Cuban rolls)
6 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 pound thinly sliced
boiled ham
1 pound thinly sliced
Swiss cheese

pound spicy dill pickles
(if available, use

kimchee)
1 pound thinly Sliced
prosciutto
6 tablespoons garlic butter

Slice rolls in half and spread insides
with mayonnaise. Layer sandwich
with ham, cheese, pickles and
prosciutto. Thinly brush the outside
of rolls with garlic butter ahd place
sandwich on the grill. Cook until
bread is crispy and cheese is melted.

Hot Dogs With Whipped Black-Eyed Pea Spread,
Relish ahd Mustard
In a pot on tha grill with 2 teaspoons
Makes 12
2 cups plus 2 teaspoons
extra-virgin olive oil.
divided
1 bunch rosemary, finely
chopped
3 cloves garlic, sliced
3 cups black-eyed peas,
cooked
2 tablespoons roasted
A*'-.'' garlic cloves
Dijon mustard to taste
12 hot dogs
12 hot dog rolls
2 cups bright green pickle
relish

IS

PART

oil, add rosemary and sliced garlic
tine) heat for about 1 minute. Stir in
black-eyed peas. Add just enough
water to cover peas, and then transfer
mixture to blender Puree the mix
ture while slowly adding roasted
garlic and remaining extra-virgin
olive oil in a steady stream. Once
emulsified, add Dijon mustard and
salt and pepper to taste.
Place hot dogs on grill: cook
until crispy and warmed through.
Slit rolls down the middle ,and toast
on the grill for 1 minute. Spread
pea puree on one side of rails and
mustard on the other. Place a hot
dog in each roll, slit each down the
middle and fill with relish.

OF

THE

PLEASURE.

Premium
Tomatoes................

OO

Peak of Be Season, High M Vitamin C
SAVE UP TO 1.00 LB

Sourdough Round
4
French Bread.^................. «♦/r

Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast
PvWift

All-Natural,

Hat Free, Gratte A, Any Size Package

Handmade in Out Bakery, Baked Fresh Throughout the Day,

(Ghidken Breast Strips for-Fajitas-Of for SfinFry ... lb 3.99)

'■

Head®
Black Forest Ham _____

8.1%

Fresh iw the Publix Defi!

Peeled and Deveined
Tiger Shrimp...............

7.9%

SAVE UP TO 3.00 LB

Publix DeJi proudly features a
tolifineofBoar‘s Mdad* products.

H

E

R

E

S H O

12-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola
a r 4#
Products....,.. JR ivaW
"1ean
PtoduCfe, 12-oz. bot..... 3/ltfeKh

W-Pacfc
Miller Lite Beer..
12‘OZ.canhot

SAVE UP TO .70

PP !N 0

IS

A

PLEASURE

Prices effective Thursday,May 18 through Wednesday, May 24, 2008.
0»lj in sh® Wbwrig Couwfc* rSlsfcwajgb.
rMSs,

Prices not

12.99

Ot Mifer Gshuffts' Draft <?r Coors I ight,

SAVE UP TO 5.96 ON 4

PubIix
W

•

SAVE UP TO .40

Large, Farm-Raised, Previously
Frozen, 31 to 40 per pound'

SAVE UP TO ^0 LB

From the Publix Bakery, 1 JS-osf loaf

SAVE UP TO 1.70 LB

Mr Rasas, lake, Hmm. Otraa. Summ,
3t PuhliM Sdtxjf.
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